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Great Man at COURT. 
4 20 Loa p, 0 157M 
1 YOUR excellency is pleaſed to require 
my thoughts both on Mr. de Piſle's 
new map of diſcoveries to the north- 
ward of the South-Sea, and bis me- 
moir annexed to it, in which that 


Yau 272 
e 


* 5 3. 
_ gentleman ſets forth the motives for making that 
map, and chiefly confifts in accounts of the navi- 
| gation of our people and their diſcoveries, | toge- 
ther with a ſuppoſed narrative of the Spaniſs Ad- 
miral de Fonte, ſaid to have been ſent in the year 
1640, to make further diſcoveries in that ſame part 


B 


of 


121 
the globe. Beſides the pleaſute an affair * 
this natute- muſt in itſelf give me, as relative to a 


vohtite ſtudy our Excellency” s commands carry 

them . an indiſpenſible weight, that I ſhall 
not plead "inſufficiency, notwithſtanding there be- 
ing ſeveral. other officers of more experience, and 
equal diligence, / who had no leſs than myſelf a 
ſhare in the new diſcoveries made in the ſeveral 
voyages of the expedition, which we commonly 
call the Kamrſchatka expedition; however, there is 
one particular conſideration which may poſſibly 
intitle me tb a preference herein, which is, that 
after my return from America, I was commiſſioned 
to compare the jour als of ſeveral ſhips, both 
among themſelves, and alſo with other accounts of 
the countries lying in the South-Sca, and, after ex- 
amining them with the moſt accurate attention, to 
draw up a map, in which all the new diſcoveries 
were to be ſet down with the utmoſt exactneſs. 
And this map would have been publiſhed before 
now, had it not been delayed by the expectations 
of ſome accounts from the moſt inward parts of 
Siberia, to clear up certain doubts which aroſe in 
the very execution of that work. 

I now come to the point, and begin with my 
obſervations on Mr. de He's Memoir, as from 
theſe it will eaſily appear what judgment ought to 
be formed of his map. _ 

The Sieur de ! e begins with ſpeaking of the 
treatiſes he publiſhed at Sz. Peterſburgb, for the ad- 
vancement of aſtronomy, geography, and natural 
Philoſophy ; he excuſes his neglect to publiſh their 
continuation at the time ppc inted, by the voyage 
of his brother Mr. de /a Croyere to Kamiſchatka. 
He ſays, that being folicitous' to collect freſh ma- 
terials over and above thoſe he had ready at hand, 
he had waited the return of his brother, in order 
to 


121 
to add the obſervations made in that laſt voyage 
to Kamtſchatka, when the unexpected news of his 
death could not but occaſion a new delay, till ſuch 
time as he might get information of what his bro- 
ther had done. Theſe, according to Mr. de /* I/le's 
own words, are the reaſons whereby he has been 
induced to put off the continuation of the work 
he had begun; but, I apprehend, that they will 
appear very ſuſpicious to your excellency, to whom 
the rules and inſtitutes of the academy of St. Pe- 
terſburgh are ſo well known, and who cannot but be 
informed of the diſcontents which Mr. de 1 Jie 
gave to the directors of the academy. Here lies the 
true cauſe of his delay; beſides, that any expecta- 
tion from his brother was extremely ill grounded; 
I was myſelf an eye-witneſs of this gentleman's 
manner of living, and, after his death, how very 
few obſervations ' of his own were found among 
his papers, - beſides what he was aſſiſted in by 
lieutenant Kra/elinkow. It is to this ingenious pu- 
pil of Mr. Terquarſon, formerly geographer to 
the navy, that thoſe obſervations, which have been 
delivered in to the academy under the name of /a 
Croyere, are to be rather aſcribed, and without 
whoſe information little, very little indeed, could 
be expected from Mr. de la Croyere's diligence. 
The Sieur de /e further pretends, that the 
materials, with which he would enrich his work, 
he had collected from other channels; nay, even 
from other countries: if ſo, why has he deprived 
us of them, as they, of right, properly belonged 
to us? Why was he not pleaſed,” at leaſt, before 
his departure, to acquaint the academy of his wri- 
tings, that a copy of them might have been taken: 
ſo far from it (and I have not been wanting to 
make the beſt enquiry after it) there is not a ſingle 
member of the academy, to whom he has vouch- 
ſafed to give a fight of the relation of the a 
B 2 e 
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1 Fonte, which, he ſays, he received from England 
in the year 1739. This is a piece of jealouſy, 
utterly unbecoming a man of letters, but is greatly 
aggravated by his being -a member of a learned 
fociety, where all diſcoveries ought to be common. 
Mr. de 'I would have the world believe, that 
it was by expreſs order of our court, that he en- 
tered upon his reſearches in Raſia. This is but a 
very ſlender circumſtance, and I ſhould not fo 
much as have mentioned it, but that it tends to 


introduce a kind of confuſion in the hiftory of 
the geographical works in general, which relate to 


our territories ;- and particularly in the ſecond Xamt- 
ſebatka enterprize. As to the former, no-body 
knows better than your Excellency, that Peter the 
Great referred to his ſenate the care, that plans 
and charts - ſhould be taken of the ſeveral parts 
of his vaſt dominions 3 and for this, the ſenate 


were to receive all the reports of the ſurveyors, 


who have been employed in this work ever ſince 
the year 1715. NT OST vx 

Mr. Kirilow, who at that time worthily filled 
the office of firſt ſecretary in this commiſſion, a 


man of great activity and zeal for his country, had 


began, before Mr. de l' t came to Nuſſia. to 
collect the plans fent by the ſurveyors, and had 
them engraved under his immediate inſpection; 
and out of theſe he compleated a general map of 


Ruſſia, which was the firſt ever ſeen among US, 


and is very well known. Zealous, in the proſecu- 


tion of Peter the Great's deſign, he, ſome time 


7 


after, publiſhed a collection of particular maps, 


under the title of Atlas of the Ruſſian empire; and 
theſe he likewiſe intended to augment, but he 
found himſelf under a' neceſſity of diſcontinuing 
his ſeheme, being, after his promotion to the fate 
council in the year 1734, employed in a commiſ- 
fion which would admit of no avocations. ; 
| % Is * 


[5] 

It is true, that Mr. Kirilow's maps have in them 
many marks. of the infancy of geography amon 
us at that time, yet no other objections lay — 
them, than ſuch as are common to all beginnings z 
and, . beſides the Tingularity of them, there are 
other very good reaſons which maintain them in 
eſteem, To theſe we were afterwaris indebted for 
the reſolution of the academy, to have new maps 
done; and with this view it was, that they en- 
gaged the Sieur de Jie to come to Ruſſia, where 
he entered into a contract with them, not only as 
an aſtronomer, but likewiſe as a geographer ; and 
who, immediately after his arrival, which was in 
the year 1726, was not by the court, but by the 
lord prefident, ordered to draw ſuch maps as were 
ſpecified to him, there being no neceſſity for the 
court to interpoſe in matters which were already 
in hand, and: in their proper channel. x TS] 

Here I could produce another paſſage in the 
memoir which I am now examining, as it has 
ſome affinity with the preceding ; buc as I am for 
following the Sieur de P e, ſtep by ſtep, before I 
come to it ſeveral other particulars do occur, not 
leſs deſerving of animadverſion. Mr, de I fe 
* promiſes to perform general and particular maps 
« of Ruffia, far ſuperior to thoſe of the Academy; 
„ theſe, ſaid he, ſpeaking of his own, are taken 
* from the obſervations which I have collected for 
<< that purpoſe ;** whereas in truth he ſhould have 
ſaid, from thoſe with which the academy furniſhed 
him, but of which he has been far from making 
the uſe for which they were given him: on this 
head I heard frequent complaints of Mr. de P Iſie's 
dilatorineſs of his work, and of his excuſes; that 
he ſtood in need of ſome informations, which 
could not be ſettled, but by aſtronomical obſerva- 
tions, without which it was an utter impoſſibility 
for him to form a general map, much leſs a com- 

| = - 06 plete 
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plete ſet of particular maps. I cannot help think- 
ing, that it was wrong in him to aſpire at a per- 
ection, which was no more required of him, than 
it could be expected in ſuch a firſt attempt; yet, 
after all this ſcrupulous exactneſs of Mr. de ! Iſie, 
and after the ſpace of twelve years, fo far was the 
work from being brought to any forwardneſs, that 
there were ſcarce the firſt outlines to be ſeen of it. 
Hereupon the academy, in the year 1740, very 
juſtly thought fit to employ others of their mem- 
bers, who exerted themſelves with that aſſiduity, 
that, about the cloſe of the third year, the maps 
which conſtitute the Ryffian Atlas, publiſhed in te 
year 1745, began to be engraven. Had theſe A 
been taken only from the obſervations which were 
in Mr. 4e [ies keeping, yet is it highly probable = 
that in capital city, which had this deſign ſo 
much at heart, they could not have wanted oppor- 
[; tunities of daily getting freſh informations, to have 
3 added them to the new plans expected from the 
different provinces ; tho' I am far | AF pretending, {© 
that this new Ruſſian Atlas is fo perfect as to pre- 
clude- all future improvements of the geography 
of this kingdom, which would be contrary to the : 
ſentiments of the academy itſelf, who, upon the firſtt 
appearance of this new Atlas, had come to a refolu= 
tion of having amended, in a new ſet of more correct 
maps, what miſtakes they had obſerved in theſe. 
The illuſt rious perſon, who is at the head of the 
academy, (the Hetman of Little Ruſſia) ſnews him- 
ſelf no leſs attentive to promote this affair, than 
he is in all other points, which tend to the honour 
of that reſpectable ſociety; and from hence we 
cannot but hope a much greater ſucceſs in this than 
in the firſt attempt; and the rather, from the nume- 
rous ſupplies of many maps and geographical ac- 
counts, particularly of the Aſiaticł Ruſſia, and the 
neighbouring countries, of which, before the re- 
| | turn 
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EFF 
turn of thoſe academicians, who had been ſent _ 
thither on purpoſe to procure better and more com- 
plete informations, we had but an imperfect know- 
ledge. 0 | K | 
] Mr. de Þ Jfle, ſpeaking of what Peter the Great 
had done to get intelligence of the northern limits 
of Tartary, and to find out whether they did not 
join with America, or at leaſt were but at a ſmall 
diſtance from it, ſays, That the Emperor, for 


«© this undertaking made choice of Mr. Beerings, 
& who, after receiving his order in the laſt years 


<« of that great Emperor, on the 5th of February, 
had received again the ſaid order ratified by the 
«© whole ſenate.” Here is a miſtake of the day, 
Mr. Beerings having ſet out on his firſt enterprize 
on the 5th of February, 1725. After that, Count 
Aprazin, lord high Admiral, had given publick no- 


tice, that all ſea-officers, who were inclined to go 
on that voyage, ſhould repair to him. Upon which, 


Mr. Beerings having preſenteU himſelf to the lord 
high Admiral, he received from him his inſtruc- 


tions, which were, indeed, very ſhort, but all writ- 


ten with the Emperor's own hand, a few days before 
his demiſe. | 

What I advance here, is no more than I have 
often heard from Mr, Beerings himſelf, nay, whoſe 
inſtructions I myſelf have ſeen, which were as fol- 
low: 1 85 
Firſt, To make the beſt of his way to Kami ſcbatła, 
and there to build two ſmall veſſels. Secondly, 


With theſe to reconnoitre the furtheſt northern 


part of the eaſtern coaſts of Siberia, and to fee 
whether in any part they joined with America. 
Thirdly, Afterwards to enquire on the American 


_ coaſts after ſome European ſettlements and planta- 


tions, or to try whether he could not meet with a 
ſhip, to learn the names, and the bearings of the 


| Coaſts, Fourthly, To draw up an exact account 
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of all ; his proceedings and obſer vations, and then 
to return to St. Peterſpurghb. 


On the firſt of March, 1730, Mr. Beerings return- 
ed to St. Peterſburgh, bringing with him a complete 
narrative of his voyage, in which, he ſays, that af- 
ter tracing the eaſtern coaſt of Kami ſchatka, and of 
the land of Tſchutſcbhi, as far as the latitude of ſixty- 
ſeven degrees and a half, he perceived the coaſt to 
ſtretch away to the weſt, in the manner as ſome 
of the inhabitants, who came aboard his ſhip, had 

before informed him; from whence he had con- 
cluded that there could be no continent, by which 
Aa and America were joined, and that, having 
thus executed his commiſſion, he -returned. This 
voyage laſted from the 14th of Fuly, 1728, to the 
2d of the following September. Since which, it 
has been found by a ſecond. expedition from Kam 
/chatke, that, although, as to the ſeparation of the 
old and new world, Mr Beerings is right, yet is 
he miſtaken, when he ſays, that, at the elevation 
of ſixty-ſeven degrees and a half, it appeared to 
him as if the coaſt fell off to the weſtward; 
there being at that latitude but one ſingle promon- 
tory, which the Anadorſe- Ruſſians call Serzekamen, 
and beyond which the coaſt continues its northern 
direction, as it does from Kamt/chatka, till near 
the great Tz/ukochkoi-Nos, where it actually inclines 
weſtward, and where, at a place betwixt the 7oth 
and 71ft degree of latitude, it makes out the moſt 
northern extremity of Ala. ey 
Another proof of the ſeparation of the two con- 
tinents, which Mr. Beerings is ſaid to have given 
information of from Kami/chatka, is (according to 
de {1ſe's opinion) * That the inhabitants of the 
& ſaid country have ſeen a veſſel, which came from 
ce the river Lena.“ It is true, indeed, that there 
is a tradition among the people of Kami/chatks, 
that ſome Refſians were arrived among them, long 


before 


by 


ga © 
before the conqueſt under Wolodimer Atlaſzow ;; 
but, by what way, they knew nothing of. During 
the ſecond Kamiſchatka expedition, a member of 
the academy found among the records of the town 
of Yakouzk, that the Ruſſians had come thither by 
ſea, that they had ſailed from thence beyond the 
great Tz/ukechkei-Nos, and were afterwards caft 


away to the ſouthward of the river Auadir; this 


event is ſaid to have happened in the year 1648; 
and has been inſerted ſince, with an abſtract of this 
narrative and what relates to it, in the obſervations. 


on the Peterſburgh news- papers, publiſhed in the 


year 1742 ; from whence I conclude, that Mr. 
Beerings could have had no account at Kamtſchatka 
of a veſſe] coming thither from the river Lena; 
eſpecially as there is not the leaſt intimation of any 
ſuch thing in all the narrative of his voyage; ſo 
that this account of Mr. de P1/'s is owing to his 
too precipitate judgment, who, no doubt, took 
it from the above mentioned obſervations on the S.. 
Peterſburgh news- papers; from which it was er- 
roneouſly conjectured, that ſuch an event hath been 


known to the inhabitants of Kamt/chatks, and that 
they muſt have informed Mr, Beerings of it. 


I ſhall carefully avoid any critical animadverſions 
on Mr. de P [{e's expreſſions, and confine my re- 
flections to his meaning only: he talks of I know 
not what harbour at Kamchatka, from whence Mr, 


| Beerings ſet out on his voyage; whereas, he ſhould 


have rather mentioned a river of that name, there 
being no harbour there properly ſo called; and in the 
ſecond expedition, they could meet with no harbour 
at all, till they came to Avatcha-bay, which is about 
60 ſea-leagues ſouthward of the river of Kam- 
ſebatka. After his return to Kamiſchatka-har- 
* bour (theſe are Mr. de P 1's very words) Mr. 
* Beerings was told of a land to the eaſtward, 
which in very clear weather was — 

t that 
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ec that having refitted his veſſels, which had been 
10 damaged by. a ſtorm, he attempted to go thi- 7 
ce ther; but that this ſecond trial was unſucceſsful, P 
* for that after ſailing about 40 leagues to the eaſt 
4 without diſcovering: any land, he met with a ſe- 1 
«cond ſtorm,” and the wind being directly con- 
% trary, drove him back to the harbour from 
& whence he had ſet out:?“ Would not one, from 
this account, be inclined to think, that this ſecond 
attempt of Mr. Beerings was immediately after 
the firſt? Yet, that was very far from being tſũe 
caſe, for Mr. Beerings, before he went upon it, 


* 


| had wintered at Kamiſchatka, not ſailing from thence * 
[| till che 5th of June, 1729, and then, without any, 
ll intention of returning to the place of his departure, 4 
| having failed beyond the ſouth point of Kamiſehatka, 


£4387 


he ſteered directly for the mouth of the river 
Bolſchaja-Reka, and from thence to Ocboz x. 
It may poſſibly appear ſtrange to many, that Mr. by: 
Beerings did not, in this voyage, fall in with the 
iſland where he was ſhipwrecked in his ſecond ex- 
pedition; but this may have been occaſioned by 
the fogs, which in theſe ſeas are very frequent and 
N thick: as to marks of a neighbouring country, of 
| which, Mr. de! Ile ſays, that captain Beerings him- 
| ſelf had told him, nothing is more certain than 
this; the. little attention that was given to it, will 
give me an opportunity of ſpeaking again about it. 
It is certain likewiſe, that Mr. Beerings, and his Lieu- 
tenant Mr. Tſchirikow, had in the years 1728 and 
1729, obſerved at Kamt/chatka two eclipſes of the 
moon, but, that by theſe obſervations, Mr. de 
P Ile was enabled to determine with preciſion the 1 
longitude of this moſt eaſtern part of 4/ia, and that „ 
the ſame had been confirmed in the ſecond expedi?! 
tion, by careful obſervations of the ſatellites of ß 
Jupiter, is what I cannot well conceive. Mr. dle 
» PIſte himſelf 1 intimates, that Meſſieurs Beerings and 9 
Tſchirikow 7 


| 
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his ſecond map, the orders for the ſecond expedi- 


[ x23 ] 


 T ſchirikow had carried no aſtronomical inſtruments 


with them. They obſerved both theſe eclipſes by 
the help, not of pendulums, but of their watches, 
without being able to know whether they went 
right or wrong; which makes it almoſt incredible, 
that a determination formed from theſe two eclipſes, 
ſhould exactly agree with that deduced from the 
obſervation of Fupiter's ſatellites. And here I muſt 
take notice, that when Mr. de Þ 1/e is pleaſed to aſ- 
cribe theſe obſervations of Jupiter's ſatellites to his 
dear brother, and ſome Kyfſians ſkilled in thoſe 
kinds. of obſervations ; all this muſt in juſtice be 
underſtood of Lieutenant Krafihnikow alone, who 
by the ſenate's order accompanied them, and who 
in theſe matters was the moſt expert of them all. 
And now-we come to the circumſtances of. the 
ſecond expedition, for which, as Mr. de P1/le pre- 
tends, we are beholden to a map of his own, and 
that the whole was conducted according to a plan 
laid down by him, In the year 1731; ſays he, I 
had the honour of laying before the Empreſs Anna, 
© and the ſenate, this map of mine, in order to 


« incite the Ruſſians to proſecute their diſcoveries, 


*« wherein TI alſo ſucceeded.“ Is it to time, or age, 


that we are to impute this error of Mr. de P 1/te's ? 
Has he loſt all remembrance of that order by which 
he was bound to draw the map he here ſpeaks of ? 


had this occurred to his thoughts, I believe, he 
would hardly have ventured to jay, that he himſelf 


had laid his map before the Empreſs, and much leſs, 
that his view in it was to animate the Ruſſians to 


new diſcoveries. At that time, I much converſed 
with Mr. de Pie, I was a witneſs of his geogra- 


Phical labours, as far as they related to new diſco- 
veries; I was alſo Mr. Beerings's interpreter in the 


converſations that paſſed between them, and I do 
confidently affirm, that, when Mr. de P Iſle began 


tion 


| L 42 ] | 
tion had already been given. Captain Beerings, ſen- 
ſible of che deficiency of his firſt diſcoveries, had 
offered himſelf to proſecute them, and ſo did his 
lieutenants, for which they were all rewarded by a 
higher rank. It is plain, therefore, that this work 
of Mr. de Þ Je muſt be aſcribed to ſuperior orders, 
and I remember perfectly well, that the Empreſs 
Anna, having directed her ſenate to give captain 
Beerings his directions and orders for his ſecond 
voyage, it was his opinion, that it would be highly 
conducive to the better ſucceſs of it, if the academy 
were to furniſh him with proper informations, con- 
cerning the ſituation of the countries, and of the 
ſeas whither he was bound; upon which the ſenate 
gave her orders to the academy accordingly, and 
Mr. de ! Je was appointed by the academy to 
form the map of which I now am ſpeaking, to- 
gether with the additional obſervations relating to 
it. No ſooner: were the map and the obſervations 
finiſhed, than they were both delivered to the ſe- 2 
nate, by the academy; ſo that the real truth is, # 
that ſo far was Mr. de 7 [fe from inciting the R- 
fans to freſh diſcoveries, or ſetting Mr. Beerings's 
ſecond: voyage on foot, that he did no more than 
work as he had been bid; and then, whether this 
performance of his did more good, or harm to the 
expedition, is another queſtion which ſhall be diſ- 
cuſſed in the ſequel. E 3 
However, the ſenate gave Mr. Beerings copies 4 
of the obſervations and of the map; of both which 
I alſo procured a copy, which now: enables me to 
compare them with what Mr. de  Iſe ſays in his 2 
laſt treatiſe publiſhed at Paris, - © 7 
He advances, ©* That he had ftruck out three 
<< different ways for diſcovering what had hitherto 
at remained unknown; Firft, A direct courſe to 
Japan, through the land of Teſſo, or rather to 
4 ſail through thoſe narrow ſeas, which _— it 
| > from 1 
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from the State's and, and the Compamy's Land, 
& to cruize on diſcoveries north of the land of 
6% Neiße, and to endeavour to find out again the 


way that lies between this land, and the eaſtern 


« coalt of Tartary.” _ T1414 
This is what may be juſtly called a good advice 
after the thing is done. In the original of Mr. de 


1 Iſeꝰs obſervations, there is not a ſingle word re- 


lating to any ſuch enquires; all that Mr. de “ Iſe 
does there, is to propoſe three different ways for 
finding out the neighbouring countries eaſt ward of 


Kamiſchatka, the two. firſt mult be allowed to agree 


pretty well with the ſecond and third, exhibited. in 
the Paris relation; wherein they are thus expreſſed. 
. Firſt, If one ſhould. reach the moſt northern, 
“ and at the ſame time the moſt eaſtern parts of 
Aa, as far as Captain Beerings went (this, as 
J have already ſaid, is a conditional propoſition) 
© one could not miſs of falling in with America, 
« whatever way one would chuſe betwixt north- 
e eaſt and ſouth-eaſt, ſince the fartheſt diſtance 
* would be about 600 leagues,” (This is a very 
confiderable'error in the computation of the diſtance 
of the land betwixt Afia and America, they being 
towards the north, ſeparated only by a narrow 
ſtreight, which failing ſouthward is found gradu- 
ally to widen.) N 3k ob 7 e 
Secondly, ** Without venturing} ſo far, poſſibly, 
it were better, and more convenient, to ſet out. 
from the eaſtern coaſt of Rami ſchatła, and ſteer 
due caſt, in queſt of that neighbouring country, 
of which. Captain Beerings, had found ſome ap- 
„ pearances in his firſt voyage. As to the third 
« way, Mr. de l' e conjectured, that the lands, 
of which Don Juan de Gama had ſight, might 


poſſibly be diſcovered ſooner, and with more 
«©. certainty, by ſailing in queſt of them towards the 


** ſouth-eaſt of Kami/cbatka,” 1 
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The bad ſucceſs of this propoſal was undoubtedly” 


what brought him to ſee his miſtake, and what 
may have put it into his mind, to alter it into a 


project of the way to Japan, and Oe the land of 


Yeſſo. 
Nothing can be more foreign: to che purpoſe, 
and at the fame time more jejune, than the narra- 


tive Mr, de Þ Ie has thought fit to give us of Mr. 


Beerings voyage itſelf. He makes him to have failed 
in the year 1741, in queſt of thoſe countries to- 
wards the eaſt of Kami/cbatka, of which in his firſt 
voyage he had got ſome veſtiges. He did not pro- 

e ceed very far (faith he) for, being overtaken by 
ce aviolent ſtorm, and the weather being extremely 
“dark, his veſſel was rendered unable to keep 
<«/ the ſea any longer, and was caſt away on a de- 


6e ſert iſland, in the latitude of 54 degrees, not far 
from the harbour of Cy the place he had 


«. ſet out from.” 

Thus it ſeems, all that Mr. n did, was 
nothing but juſt to ſhipwreck, and that immediately 
after he had left the harbour. 0 

And here I am obliged to give to Mr. de 22 8 
dry and ſlender account a little more nouriſnment, 
by adding a relation of the voyage of Mr. Beerings, 
and the other officers in this expedition. I am the 
better able to do it, as I myſelf had a ſhare in it, 
and can appeal to the journals and charts of each 


of the ſhips. 


Mr. Beerings, the commanding Captain, Mr. 


Spangenberg, Captain, Mr. Tſchirikow, and ſome 


other ſea-officers, ſer out from St. Peterſburgh, in 
the ſpring, 1733. They ſtaid at Tatouzł and 
Ochozk till the veſſels were ready, which, at this 
laſt place, were building for them. When every 


thing was in readineſs for Mr. Spangenberg s voy- 
age, he, agreeably to the ſenate's orders, ſet out 


firſt, from Ochozk, in June * 38, with three 
ſhips 


[as] 

ſhips under his command ; to which was added a 
great covered chalouppe of twenty-four oars, which 
he got to be built at Bol/berezkoi-Oftrog, in Kamt- 
ſchatka, where he wintered. This floop was deſigned 
for to enter within ſuch narrow ſtreights, between 
iſlands, as they might chance to meet with, where 
larger ſhips could not enter. In the Summer of 1739 
he went to Japan. The long row of iſles between 
Japan and Kamtſchatka ſerved him for a guide. He 
landed in Japan in two places, where the inhabitants 
received him very civilly; but he did not come (as 
Mr. de Je wrongly aſſerts), to Mat/mai, the chief 
place in the iſle of 77ſo, thinking that without 
going there he had executed his preſcribed orders. 
He returned to Ochozi, and wintered at Yakouzk. 
When a particular account of this voyage came to 
St. Peterſburgb, upon a preſumption, judging by the 
courſe he had ſteer'd, that he might have been 
deceived by the coaſt: of Corea, he was ordered to 
make a ſecond voyage for the confirmation of the 
firſt, which accordingly he undertook in 1741 and 
1742 but his ſhip, built in haſte of wood not 
dry enough, growing leaky, he was obliged to 
come back. "Ferre 3-34 15 | 

Meſſ. Beerings and T/chirikow failed from 
Ochozk on September the fourth, 1740 ; they had 
both the ſame deſtination, The firſt was to follow 
the ſtreamer of the other, that, in caſe of accident, 
they might be able to ſuccour one another. They 
failed directly by the point of Kamt/chaiks, 
without entering the river Bolſcbaja Refa, as is 
uſually done coming from Ochozh, and caſt anchor 
in the port of Avatcha, or, as they called it, the 
port of St. Peter and Paul. During their winter- 
ing in that part, they got every thing in readineſs 
for their chief expedition, which had America in 
view, as ſoon as the weather ſnould permit. Under 
the uncertainty which road to take, captain Beer- 
ings 
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ings held a ſea-council on the fourth of May, 1741. 


In this council it was determined to try, whether 


the land of Don Juan de Gama could be found our. 


It proved to be an unfortunate: determination, and 
the cauſe of all the diſaſters that ſucceeded. We 
went to ſea the fourth of Faure: Mr.  Beerings 
had on board his ſhip, Mr. Steller, a phyſician, a 


man very well verſed in. natural. hiſtory, who was 


ſent by the academy. Mr. de la Croyere was wich 
Mr. T/chirikow. But notwithſtanding the orders 
directing Meſſ. Beerings and Tſchirikow not to part 
from one another, they could not poſſibly avoid 
it, being parted, by ftorm and fogs, eight days 
after they ſer ſail. Their deſign to look: out for 
the ſuppoſed land of Gama had carried them di- 


realy towards ſouth-eaſt. They went in this di- 


rection to the 26th degree, 5 getting the 


| leaſt trace of that land. 


They then turned towards north-eaſt; and they 
both reached the coaſts of America, but in dite. 


rent places, and without knowing any thing of 


one another. Mr. Beerings, and we who were with 
him, after a voyage of ſix weeks, diſcovered the 
firſt land, being, as we reckoned, 500 Datch miles 
or leagues off Avatc ba. We took in freſh water, and 
we had traces of inhabitants, but ſaw none. Hav- 
ing ſtaid there three days in the road, Mr, Beerings 
canſulted with his officers, and it was reſolved to turn 
back. On the 21ſt of July, before ſun-rifing, we 
weighed anchor; We had only to follow the coaft 
which turned weſtward, but the number of iſlands we 
met with, made the navigation very troubleſome; 
and when we took to the fea, we- were overtaken 
by ſtorms and contrary winds, which occaſioned 
daily retardations. In the mean time, in order to 


take in once more freſh. water, we were obliged to 


return to the coaſt, which we had kept from = 
much as poſſible. We ſoon got ſight of it, and 


we 


8 
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we were ſtill about ten leagues off, when we caſt 
anchor between the iſlands. The iſland whence 
we fetched the water from, we called Shumagin» 
Oftrow. The water there appeared to be good, 
notwithſtanding its being taken out of a lake, hut 
was mixt with ſea-water, which the flood, that 
ſometimes overflowed the iſland, had brought there, 
Of this we felt very ſad effects, viz. diſtempers, 
and the loſs of many of our people who died 


5 

3 
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During three or four days we endeavoured in 
vain to deſcry any of the natives, whole fires we 
ſaw by night along the coaſt. On the 4th of Sep- 
tember theſe ſavages came of their own accord oh 
board of our ſmall veſſels, and after having given 


us notice of their preſence by great ſhoutings, they 
XZ ſhewed us their Ca/umers, that is, their ſticks wich 
'Z faulcon's wings on their top. By the ſigns they 


made- us, we underſtood that they invited us to 


come on ſhore, to ſupply us with proviſions and 
freſh water. We took advantage of it; and ſome 


of our people ventured to follow them, but ſome 


miſunderſtandipg ſoon ariſing, all commerce with 
them was broke off. Having, on the 6th of Sep- 


tember, proceeded on our voyage with a tolerable 
good wind, we foon found, as we went on, our 


3 | impediments encreaſed from the continued coaſt and 
the adjacent iſſes we met with, Mr. Beerings, in 
order to avoid them, turned more to the ſouth, 


and, in effect, the ſea proved for ſome days to be 
quite free; but out joy was of a ſhort duration, 


tor on the 24th of September, at the height of 51 


degrees, we found again ſome coaſts with many 
iſlands, when at the ſame time ſuch a violent ſtorm 


aroſe, which laſted ſeventeen days; that it drove us 


back eighty miles. An old pilot aſſured us, that 

in fifty years ſea ſervice; he had never met with 

fuch a ſtorm. Well might therefore the name of 
C the 
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the Pacifick Ocean be ſpared; or if it deſerves to be 
ſo called towards the tropick, as it poſſibly may, 
ſure it does not deſerve that name in this place. 
The weather indeed grew calm again, but our pro- 
viſions were conſiderably diminiſhed, and of all 
our hands we had firſt, we had but one third part 
left us that remained in health after all theſe diſ- 
aſters. We had ſtill half the way before us to 
reach the port of Avatcha, reckoning from the 
furthermoſt part of our voyage eaſtward, ſo that 
ſeveral of us were of opinion to winter in ſome 
place in America, rather than to expoſe ourſelves 
to ſtill greater miſchances than thoſe we had be- 
fore; but they who were for trying their utmoſt 
to recover the harbour of Avarcha, and who judged 
that it would then be time enough to look out for 
ſome other place of ſafety, when all hopes were loſt 
of bringing this to bear, carried it againſt the firſt 
opinion; and thus the month of October was ſpent 
to as little purpoſe as the former. On the goth of 
the ſaid month we deſcried two iſlands, which 
appeared to be like to thoſe which ſtretched them- 
ſelves from the ſouth foreland of Kamt/chatka to- 
Wards Japan; upon this we ſtood to the north- 
ward, and having got to the height on the 4th of 
November, we found ourſelves under the 56th de- 
gree; at laſt, the gth of November proved the fatal 
period of our voyage, for, as we were making fail 
weſtward, we ſtruck upon a deſart iſland, where 
we ſaw nothing but death before us, the ſhip was 
beat to pieces upon one of the ſands with which 
the iſland was ſurrounded; however, we got ſafe 
enough aſhore, and with ſuch things as we thought 
were indiſpenſibly neceſſary to our ſubſiſtence, and 
- moreover, by a particular mercy of providence, 
ſoon after our own landing, we had the pleaſure 
to ſee the remainder of our ſhip drive aſhore, 


wich we carefully gathered together, in hopes of 


being 


| 
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being able, by the aſſiſtance of God, to make it the 
inſtrument of our. removal from this diſmal - ha- 
bitation. | | | 

The iſland, on which we were caſt, had not fo 
much as a tree growing on it, and we were obliged 
to build huts, and to make firing of the wood which 
the ſea. drove aſhore from other places. This is 
the.deſart to which we gave the name of Beerings, 
from that of our leader, and where, from excels 
of grief, and that he could not recover Kami ſchat- 


ka, he expired on the 8th of December; he re- 


fuſed to eat or drink, and would not ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be brought into one of our huts, ſo that 
in this condition, a man of his age, joined to the 


$ infirmities that naturally attend it, could not but 


fink under the weight of ſuch a complication of 


2 diſtreſs. We young folks recovered our ſpirits, 
and took courage, reſolved on preſerving our lives 


to the utmoſt, and to uſe all poſſible means for 


getting clear of this unhappy confinement. Before 
our coming to the iſland, it had been only the re- 
ſort of ſea-animals for taking the air, copulation, 
and breeding their young ones. At firſt- theſe 
42 creatures ſuffered us to come pretty near in ſight 
of them, without being in the leaſt diſturbed ; but 


after they had ſeen ſome of their ſpecies killed by 


the ſhot of our people, they made off at the firſt 


appearance of us. 
We ſhot ſeveral of theſe animals, which ſerved 


us for food and raiment, and the valuable beaver- 


amends for our ſufferings. 95 | 
The ſpring coming on, we fell to the execution 


ſkins, which we got by theſe means, made us ſome 


F of the great project for our deliverance, and with 
the remains of the veſſel made ſhift to build a 


large tight-decked ſloop, fitted with fails and 
anchors, and proper tacklings, to bear the ſea, in 


caſe it were not our misfortune to meet with very 


2 bad 


- 
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bad weather. In this boat we committed ourſelyes 
to the ſea the 17th of Auguſt, 1742. 

From this narrative may be corrected the error 
of Mr. de e, who places Beerings 1/fland in the 
54th degree, and not far from the harbour of 
Avatcha, whereas its true ſituation is in the 56th 
degree, at fixty miles diſtance from Avatcha, and 
forty Dutch miles from the mouth of the river of 
Kumi ſchata. . 
As to the * of Mr. T/chirikow, although 
he did not fuffer 
difficuities one may meet with on ſuch an expedi- 
tion, it was nevertheleſs attended with much hard- 
ſhip; and eſpecially from the tenderneſs of his 
heart, which his profeſſion as a ſeaman was far 
from having hardened to inſenſibility. After his 
being ſeparated from Mr. Beerings, ſteering to the 
north-eaſt, on the 15th of Fuly, he came in ſight 
of a land, whoſe ſhore was ſurrounded with ſteep 
lofty rocks, with a deep ſea beating againſt them ; 
he prudently kept at ſome diftance, and on the 
third day ſent the maſter, - Abrabam Dementtew, 
with ten hands, to take a view of the country ; but 
neither Dementirwv, nor any of the people that went 
with him, were ever heard of again. This man 
deſerved our tears; he was of good family, young, 
well made, a man of virtue and ſingular know- 
ledge in his profeſſion, and a zealous Hover of his 
eountry. Six days after, Mr. T/chirikow ſent the 
boatſwain, Sidor Sawelew, with three men, but no 
more was heard of them than of the former. All 
this time a continual ſmoke was feen on the ſhore, 
and the ſecond day after the boatſwain's departure, 


two men in different canoes, or little boats, came 


off from the place where Dementiew and Sawelew 


had landed, and when they came within hearing, 
they cried out with all their force, Agat! Agai 


hs FEY made for the ſhore again. Mr. 
Tſchiri- 


o much from the ſea and other 


e 
2 


I 

T [chirikow was at a loſs what to make of it, but 
deſpairing of ever ſeeing his men again, and having 
no other boat to ſend aſhore, he left that place on 
the 27th of July, determining to continue on the 


1 coaſt as long as he poſſibly could, and afterwards 
co return to Kamiſchatka ; therefore Mr. de ' Ie 


commits a miſtake in ſaying, that during the whole 


Y month of Auguſt, Mr. T/chirikow had kept cruiſing 


in that part, waiting the return of his people; he 


4 kept continually within ſight of land for above 
Y one hundred miles, amidſt the difficulties of fre- 


uent contrary winds and fogs ; once particularly 


be found himſelf in extreme danger, being got 


near the ſhore, on which he came to an anchor, 


but loſt it; no leſs than twenty-one ſmall leather 
boats, with a man in each of them, made towards 


him, but that was all, as he was not able to con- 
verfe with them. The want of freſh water and 


the ſcurvy carried off many of his people; among 
ttheſe were the lieutenants Lichat/chew and Plautin, 
two very uſeful perſons, and expert ſeamen, and 


from whoſe longer life many more good ſervices 
might have been expected. | 
Mr. T/chirikow himſelf, on the 2oth of Septem- 
ber, felt ſome ſymptoms of a diforder, but his 
prudent diet, and the land air, ſoon fet him to 
rights San ; with Monſieur de la Croyere it went 
otherwiſe, imagining himſelf to be well enough, 
nay, even almoſt to his dying moment. It was 
wondered, that the great quantity of brandy which 
he ſwallowed every day had ſuch a good effect, 
but it was ſoon perceived, that all advantage he 
reaped from this inflamatory liquor, was to for- 
get for ſome time his pain, while the liquor was 
working in his body. He died the roth of O#o- 
ber, juſt at his coming into the harbour of Avat- 
cha; having dreſſed himfelf in order to go aſhore, 
and after having given once more an extravagant 
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vent. to his joy at his ſafe return ; however, one 
important ſervice of his is not to be omitted, 
which was, that upon the Americans ſhewing them- 
ſelves at ſome diſtance to Mr. T/chirikow, he 
aſſured him that they were very like the inhabi- 
tants of Canada, where, before his coming to Ryfſia, 
he had ſerved ſeventeen years in the French troops. 
Mr. de P //z mentions another diſcovery made 


by the Ry/fians, who, in the year 1731, ventured. 


to take the ſame courſe which Mr. Beerings had 
taken two years before in his firſt voyage. Here 
it is to be obſerved, that in the year 1730, Mr. Paws- 


 tuſki, at that time Captain of foot, and one Scheſta- 


kow, chief of the Cofſacks of Yakouzk, were ap- 
pointed to reduce the T/chuktſchi, a wild refractory 
people, who had, revolted againſt our court ; and 
in order to have in readineſs all neceſſaries for the 
army's ſubſiſtence, Mr. Pawluſzi ſent Mr. Gwoſ- 


dew the ſurveyor, to find out thoſe proviſions, 


which were remaining of Mr, Beerings firſt expedi- 
tion, with inſtructions to bring them to Tſchułtſchi, 
in the veſſel left by Mr. Beerings at Ochozk. 


Gwoſdew acquitted himſelf perfectly well of his 


commiſſion, bringing his veſſel to Serzecamen, 
without the leaſt miſchance ; but here he neither 
found Mr. Pawluſki, nor could get any tidings of 


him, which obliged him to put back for Ochozk ; 


but here, though he had no thought of making 
new diſcoveries, he was carried by the wind on the 
coaſt. of America, oppoſite to the land of the 


Tſcbuktſcbi, and at no great diſtance from ir. I 


never have heard that he got ſight of any one of 
the natives of that country, which renders yery 
doubtful that narrative of Mr. de /' I/e, about a 
converſation held between the captain and the Ame- 


ricans, and between people too, who could not 


underſtand one anothers language. But be this as 


it will, this fortuitous voyage confirmed what we 
were 


l 
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were informed of before, only from the rela- 
tions of the T/chuktſchi, viz. that the great con- 
tinent of America reaches to within a ſmall diſtance 
of them; and thus the conjecture which Mr. de 
P Ile aſcribes to Mr. Buache, proves to be well 
founded ; and, though it was not till after a gene- 
ral knowledge of the ſtructure of the globe, that 
he had ſuppoſed that the north parts of A/e muſt 
be joined to America, by a ridge of mountains 
and a ſhallow ſea, I make no difficulty to add an 
opinion, which may corroborate what he has ad- 
vanced ; which is, that I am of opinion that formerly 
the land of 7 {chukiſchi, and the part of America 
oppoſite to it, were joined, but ſeparated by an in- 
undation, a vulcano, or an earthquake, as has hap- 
pened in other places; and thus the peopling of 
the vaſt American continent is more eafily accounted 
for, than on any other hypotheſis. 

As to the diſcoveries made on the coaſts of the 
Frozen-ſea, Mr. de ] Iſie is contented, with his very 
French-faſhioned conciſeneſs, to tell us, that he formed 
his map of theſe coaſts from obſervations taken at 
ſea, from Archangel to the river Kolyma ; but would 
it not have been much more candid'and honeſt to 
have owned, that he drew them from the new 
Ruſfian Atlas? For had he known any thing far- 
ther, he would not, it ſeems, ſo far have deviated 
from the generous cuſtom of the learned, to aſſign 
to its right owner what is not properly their own 
and this act of literary juſtice would have been 
much to his credit here, on fo fine an occaſion. 
It is true, that the diſcoveries of this coaſt, or ra- 
ther of the road thorough the Frozen-ſea, as far as 


thoſe places which are acceſlible, was a work of 
vaſt labour and time. 


Two ſhips ſent from Archangel to Bereſow, and 
two more from Bereſow to Turuchanzk, at length 
reached the place of their deſtination ; but the other 
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ſo many trials? Why, it is to find a ſhorter cut to 
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one was to go from the mouth of the river Lena, to 
the mouth of the river Feziſei, and the other from 
the Lena, eaſtward, to attempt a paſſage to Kamiſchat- 
ka, had nat the like facech, ; the former not being 
able to proſecute its voyage further than alittle beyond 


that part where the river Taimuraà runs into the ſea. 


A ridge of iſlands, running north-weſtward from the 
coaſt, obſtructed their paſſage, and the prodigious 
Pieces of. ice, that were immoveable, not permit- 
ting them to get to the end of theſe iſlands, all 
this labour came to nothing, and the veſſel itſelf 
was loſt. The experiment to be made with the other 
veſſels, which were come from the Oò into the 
Feniſei, in order from thence to meet that veſlel 
expected from the Lena, met with no better ſuc- 
cels. They were N wait at the river Pie- 
/ida : ſo that the coaſt betwixt the Prefida, and 
the Taimura, would have remained unknown, had 
they not been diſcovered by land. On the other 
hand, the veſſel which was to fail from the Lena eaſt- 
ward, on a paſſage to Kam!ſchatka, periſhed among 
the ice, near the river Indigirka. From ſo many 
unfortunate voyages, it may well be concluded 
what account is to be made of the paſſage through 
the Frozen-ſea, which the Engliſb and Dutch for- 
merly attempted with ſo much zeal and eagerneſs ; 


but unqueſtionably they would have given over 


any ſuch thoughts, had they been acquainted with 
the inſurmountable dangers and difficulties of this 
voyage; and after all, which of us are more likely 
to ſucceed in ſuch an attempt, they, or we Ruſſians, 
who are more inured to cold and fatigue than 


'the former, and are able to bear the want of a 


thouſand things, and who, though powerfully ſup- 
ported, yet failed in our enterprizes. To what 
purpoſe then were all theſe charges and labours of 


the 


two, which were fitted out at Zokouzk, of which 


= * 


„ 
the Indies, a conſiderable advantage I own, were 
one not obliged to go through a ſevere winter of 


m three or four months by the way; after all, the 
i- * neareſt way to the Eaſt-Indies is to be found only on 
g our maps and globes. 

d Lach, Mr. de l'Iſie ſpeaks of a large country, 
42. which he ſays was diſcovered in the year 1723, 
de lying northward of the Frozen-ſea, in the 75th de- 
18 gree of latitude; but withaut giving us one word 
t- of where, or by whom it was diſcovered : it ſeems 
ll that he has borrowed this miſtaken account from 
If that of the voyages in the Frozen: ſea, publiſhed in 
er the obſervations on the S/. Peterſburgb news-papers « 
ne for the year 17423 which obſervations contain ſuch 
el | accounts as were got from Yakouzt ; but what 
c- ſtreſs can be laid on them, as they conſiſt only of re- 
2 ports of the meaneſt of people, ſome ſaying that 
1d they had diſcerned a country over-againſt the river 
Tel Colyma, and others went ſo far as to affirm that 
er they had been there, whilſt others again ſaid that 
t- the land lay oppoſite to the river Fang. In a word, 
g they were for having it believed that thoſe parts 
Wy ** were full of large iſlands; but when ſkilful perſons 
d came to be appointed to get certain intelligence of 
h * them, they met with inſuperable obſtacles : from 
- whence I conclude the aforeſaid reports to have 
| 3 been very precarious, although Mr, ge P Ie has un- 
er happily given ſo far into them, as to talk with po- 
th itiveneſs of thoſe lands, and even to aſſign them 
is a latitude ; an error which he would not have com- 
y Ry mitted, could he have read the originals. I ſhall 
"4 cloſe the preſent with ſome thoughts on the ſup- 
an | poſed narrative of the Spaniſh Admiral de Fonte, 
a which, being one of the fundamentals on which 
p- Mr. de P]/fe's maps are built, deſerves a more ſtrict 
at enquiry than the particulars we have hitherto con- 
of ſidered of: a Spaniſh narrative, of which there is 


only an Engliſh tranſlation, without being able to 
| come 


[ 26 ] ; 
come at any Spaniſh original, and without any in— 
formation from hiſtory; that ſuch an Admiral was 
on the voyage aſcribed to him, or even ſo much as 
that ever ſuch an Admiral was in being ; ſuch a re- 
lation, 1 ſay, is at firſt ſight extremely ſuſpicious. 

However, let this be thought to amount to no 
more than a bare ſuſpicion ; yet, without dwelling 
any longer on thoſe circumſtances, I think, I am 
able to diſcover very manifeſt marks of falſity in 
the relation itſelf, by ſhewing ſome of its contents 
to contradict the moſt common and received truths, 


and proving others to ſhock all probability, and 


that throughout it is a very inſufficient baſis for a 
map, unſupported as it is of all other authority. 

Frift, One would hardly think it poſſible, if we 
had not here an inſtance of it, that a Spaniſh Ad- 
miral ſhould have reckoned by the years of King 
Charles of England's reign, juſt in the manner as 
is uſed by the Engliſb in their publick tranſactions. 
Does not this favour a conjecture, that poſſibly ſome 
Engliſhman, under the borrowed name of a Spaniſh 
Admiral, had taken the liberty to introduce his 
own'conceits into the world; or, ſuppoſing he had 
found the materials in ſome Spaniſh relation, that 
at leaſt he dreſſed them up his own way ? 

Secondly, According to this narrative, Captain 
Hudſon performed his voyage for the diſcovery of 
a northern paſſage in the firſt years of the reign of 
King Charles. But what an over-ſight is here in a 
conſummate ſea-man and an Admiral? Was he 
unacquainted with the hiſtory of the maritime diſ- 
coveries in his time? Hudſon died in the year 1610, 
and it was the year 1625 when Charles the firſt 
began his reign. Let it not be objected here, that 
it is Captain James's voyage, to which is to be re- 
ferred what is ſaid in the narrative of the years of K. 
Charles, For even this would not quite remove the 
difficulty, ſince Captain James did not perform bis 
voyage 


[27] 
voyage till the fixth year of the reign of that 


Prince. 3 1 
| Thirdly, And what becomes of the voyage ſaid 
there to have been undertaken by the inhabitants of 


Boſton, which no ſoul ever heard a word of? J 


have made it my buſineſs particularly to enquire, 
whether any mention was made of it in any col- 
le&ion of voyages, and particularly of the Engliſh, 
moſt of which we have in hand ; but to no effect. 
Mr. Arthur Dobbs, whoſe zeal for the diſcovery 


of a north-weſt paſſage is very well known, is the 


firſt who has made any mention of that affair; his 
intention herein was to encourage his countrymen 
to perform that, which, according to the contents 
of the narrative in queſtion, is not only not im- 
poſſible, but even very eaſy. Here is a circum- 
ſtance which very much encreaſes my ſuſpicion ; it 
is relating to what Mr. Ellis ſays, in his account 
of his voyage to Hudſon's- Bay, p. yo; Beſides, 
ſays he, that the Boſton undertaking is not abſolutely 
incredible; which words Mr. de I' Iſle interprets, 
as if Mr. Ellis meant, that Admiral de Fonte's rela- 
tion contained nothing in it which is not at leaſt 
very probable ; whereas there is not a word of this 
in his whole book. And when, p. 72. he men- 
tions an inſtance of a voyage performed from 
Boſton to Hudſon s-Bay, yet he adds nothing of its 
being undertaken with the view of finding a paſ- 
ſage, nor does he ſo much as know the time of 
this voyage; on which account he finds himſelf 
obliged to own, that this account cannot be made 
ule of as a proof of the queſtion. 

Fourty, Upon their arrival at St. Helena, the 
Admiral and the ſhips company provided them- 
ſelves with roſin, which iſſues, in great quantities, 
out of the earth; chiefly to make uſe of, as a pre- 
ſervative againſt the ſcurvy and dropſy; againſt 
which diſtempers roſin is reckoned à ſovereign 
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ſpecifick : this, indeed, is ſomething of no ſmall 
importance, and does great honour to the biſhop 
of Cloyne's tar- water; that one would almoſt ima- 
gine the reaſon of its being inſerted, was purely 
to convince unbelievers of the cranſcendent vir- 
tues of the biſhop's medicament. 

Fifthly, And what is to be thought of the geo- 

zraphical errors ; ſuch, for inſtance, as that of a 
9 Abel, which he makes a harbour of, and 
placeth it upon the coaſt of California, in the 20th 
degree of north latitude, while it is known that 
California does not reach fo far. It is not an eaſy 
matter, indeed, to perſwade one's ſelf that ſuch 


deſcriptions were taken upon the ſpot. 


Sixthly, Let us now follow captain Bernardo, one 


of the Admiral's fellow-adventurers; who, after 


traverſing a large ſea, called Valaſco, ſails to the 


height of 79 degrees north ; one of his crew is 


carried, by the natives of the country, to Davis's 

Streights ; there he ſees how the junction is inter- 

rupted, and quite obſtructed, by a chain of pro- 
igious mountains, lying nocth and north-weſt ; 


notwithſtand which, they ſhew him ice no leſs than 


100 fathom deep in the ſea, and which was to have 
been there ever ſince the creation; the land ſtretches 
away northward, and the ice remains upon the 
land. Are not theſe manifeſt contradictions, and at 


the ſame time ſufficient warrants for the Admiral 


to ſay, that no paſſage had been found from north- 


welt into the South. Sea? And yet others have been 


introduced, clearly to prove that there 1s ſuch 
a paſſage. 

Seventoly, But now comes the moſt improbable 
place of the whole narration : the Admiral, after 
paſſing through ſeveral ſeas, which all have a com- 
munication with one another, meets with an Eugliſb 
| ſhip, which was upon finding out this north-weſt 
paſſage; he goes up to her in one of his failing 


veſlels ; 


= 3 


( 29 ] 

veſſels ; and could not the Eugliſoman have taken 
the ſame courſe that the Spaniard had? No; but 
inſtead of that, he is contented to deliver up his 
charts and journals to the Spaniard, and at once, 
for what reaſon we are to ſeek, breaks off his 
voyage, and very friendly parts from the Admi- 
ral. Now let any one beftow the leaſt reflection 
upon all this inſipid ſtuff, and all the other inci- 
dents to be met with in this narrative, and then 
judge whether it be worthy of any credit, or cal- 
_ culated only for amuſement. Mr. de Þ Iſie, carried 
away by his fiery impatience to come at this north- 
weſt paſſage, imagines the two ſhips to have met 
in a narrow ſtrait joining to Hudſon's-Bay ; but 
was there ever ſuch a ſtrait found out thereabouts ; 
although no ſmall pains have been taken to find it? 
and on this very account it is, that Mr. de P [fe has 
been led to ſay, that the Admiral's courſe ended 
in the bay of Baffins, which yet is as improbable as 
the reſt, and contradicted by the very narrative it- 
ſelf; for it was at the bay of Baffin, where Captain 
Bernardo's ſailor is ſaid to have been carried, and where 
they ſhewed him nothing but a prodigious ridge of 
mountains, and heaps of ice: this part is by miſtake 
called Davis' Straits, but I don't know how it 
came about that Captain Bernardo found things there 

quite contrary to what the Admiral had found, 
Theſe obſervations I do think are ſufficient to 
ſhew, that it is a vain and fruitleſs attempt to make 
uſe of the pretended account of Admiral de Fonte, 
for filling up the vaſt and hitherto unknown ſpace 
betwixt California and Kamiſchatka. And now from 
the premiſes, I am led plainly and impartially to de- 
liver my opinion on Mr. de /*1/e's map, which, as 
may already be perceived, will not perfectly har- 
monize with the deſcription he gives us of the 
coaſts of America, As to the appellation of theſe 
coaſts, I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould not have 
| made 
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made uſe of that given them by their firſt diſ. 


coverers; ſuch as Captain Drake, who named them 
New Albion: however, as it is not throughly 


proved that ever Capt. Drake was in thoſe parts, 


thoſe names at leaſt ſhould be uſed which we find 
in the old maps and globes; as, Niewada, Sierra, 
Guiura, and Anian, which are names of - provinces 
and kingdoms, and certainly not without ſome de- 
rivation, and which, perhaps, a Spaniard may 
have given them in ſome narrative unknown to us; ; 
tho', for my part, I ſhould rather have been in- 
clined to have made uſe of the name of Neu- 
Ruſſia, in 1mitation of other nations, who have 
called Countries New- England, New: Spain, Ner- 
France, New- Holland, &c. It may be ſaid we are 
not in poſſeſſion of them; but as to this, it is pure- 
ly at our diſcretion, for, at leaſt, it is certain, that 
theſe vaſt countries belong to no power able to diſ- 
pute the poſſeſſion with us. 

How little acquainted Mr. de 1*J/le is with our 
ſea diſcoveries, muſt be manifeſt to every one from 
his marking but at one ſingle place, betwixt the 235 
and 240th degree of longitude, ſome coaſts, for 
the diſcovery of which the publick is indebted to 


us: now, if he has done this only to find a more 


convenient place for Admiral de Fonte's Archi- 


pelago of St. Lazare, as it is called, it would have 


been much worſe; but ſo far from admitting of 
this Archipelagus, it is rather the north-weſt and 
weſtern bounds which muſt be carried farther to 
Join them to that land, which was ſeen at 31 de- 


grees; ſince there wanted but very little, but that 


this whole diſtrict had been diſcovered by one or 


other of our ſhips. It will not be amiſs here to ob- 


ſerve, that the coaſt of this latter country lying 


under the giſt degree, is in Mr. de P1/e*'s map 
made four times longer than it ſhould be, This 


land hath been ſeen, not only by Mr, T/chirikow, 


but 
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1381 | 
but alſo by Mr. Beerings, as we likewiſe have for- 
merly ſeen ir. 

This Mr. de d' Ie knew nothing of, as having 
no knowledge of Mr. Beerings voyage; yet does 
Mr. de Iſle turn it to the praiſe of his brother, to 


 ſhew that he has done all he could to immortalize 


his dear name: A country, theſe are his words 
while he is ſpeaking of his brother Mr. de I' Iſie de 
la Croyere, which was ſeen by Mr. Tichirikow, and 
by Mr. de V Iſle de la Croyere; again you find he 
way from Kamtſchatka 20 America by Capt. Tichi- 


rikow, and Mr. de PlIfle de la Croyere. This 


might paſs well enough, if Mr. de la Croyere had 


been any ways inſtrumental in finding that way; 


but having been no more than an idle ſpectator, 
what title has he to any mention in that affair? 
He muſt have been blind not to have ſeen the 
coaſts, which were viſible to every one elſe, and, not 
to ſpeak of us officers in both ſhips, who, as ſuch, 


had our ſhare in the execution of the affair, 


I take liberty to affirm, that our common failors 


deſerve much more than Mr. de la Croyere to have 
their names perpetuated, as having been really uſe- 


ful and laborious hands, but that a liſt of their 


names would take up too much room in this ſhort 
ieee. 

It has already been noticed, that Mr. de I' Ile 
has fallen into a miſtake in his memoir, by placing 
Beerings Iſland in the latitude of 54 inſtead of 56 
degrees, and this error is alſo brought into his map; 
the manner alſo of his placing the iſlands, which lye 
betwixt Kami ſchatłka and Japan, would deſerve a 
remark, if I could not refer myſelf to the map of 


Capt. Spangenberg, the eſſential part of which may 


be ſeen in the laſt leaf of the Ruffian Atlas. A ju- 
dicious connoiſſeur and judge of ſuch naval expe- 
riments, will not heſitate to give the preference to 
the informations of this compleat and indefati- 

cable 
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gable ſeaman, namely, Capt. Spangenberg, who 
made his voyage on purpoſe to take a particular 
view of the ſaid iſlands ; ſuch a judge, I ſay, will 
always prefer this man's obſervations to thoſe of 
other ſhips, who made theirs only by the way, 
and as it were accidentally. - 

Mr. de ! 1/le is of another opinion; he is pleaſed 
to ſtick to the ſituation of the iſland Yeſſo, and the 
other iſlands diſcovered by the Dutch ſhips, called 
the Caſtricom. He contradicts our informations, 
and to invalidate them, maintains his pretended 
land of Gama, which he brings a little more to 
the ſouth-weſt than in his map of 1932. This is 
being a man of learning with a witneſs, to endea- 
vour to impoſe further on the world, rather than 
retract a former aſſertion. How much more be- 
coming were it, to leave every one in the poſlef- 
ſion of what is his proper right, than to go about 
to biaſs the reader, and favour one to the prejudice 
of another. 

I conclude with a general remark upon the part 
of Siberia, as it appears in Mr. de Iſie's map. It 
is entirely taken from the Ruſſian Atlas, and that 
without any amendment of the faults both of the 
engraver and. writer, It would therefore be an 
egregious miſtake to preſume, that in France better 
and more exact maps ſhould. be made of our 
country than we ourſelves are able to execute. Let 
us but exert ourſelves in avoiding the imputation 
of ſlowneſs; it will be an addition to the glory of 
our illuſtrious Empreſs, and the whole nation; than 
which there cannot ſurely be a more prevalent 
motive to each true-born patriot heart. This I 
am confident would quickly be effected by the 
countenance of the moſt eminent perſonages in the 
nation; and I particularly flatter myſelf, that as 
your Excellency is pleaſed, in a diſtinguiſhed man- 
ner, to intereſt yourſelf herein, it will prompt us 


3 


rat 


to retrieve our paſt remiſſneſs. It depends upon 
you to procure me the advantage of contributi 
to this work; and, if you will be pleaſed to inyeſt 


| me with that care, I ſhall undertake it with the 
2 utmoſt ardour and chearfulneſs. 3 


I now ſubmit theſe obſervations to your Excel- 
lency's ſuperior judgment! My wiſh in this af- 


fair will not prove fruitleſs, if, agreeably to your 
= views, I can be ſo happy as to be employed there- 
in, and deſerve your approbation : I ſhall always 
think it a great happineſs to be permitted to call 
muyſelf, . 


My Lord, 
Your Excellency s, &c, 8c, 


N. N. 
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Ol ſervations upon the Ruſſian diſcoveries mentioned 
in a letter from a Ruſſian gentleman, to a nobles 
man in St. Peterſburgh, with his remarks upon 

Mr. de Piſle's chart and memoir, relative to the 
diſtoveries northward and eaſtward from Kamt- 
ſchatka, | : 

Hy be author in his remarks very juſtly obs 

ferves, that Mr. de IIe, throughout his 
whole memoir, has taken the merit of the Ruſian 
diſcoveries, and improvement of their charts, in 


ga great meaſure to himſelf, and his brother ds 


la Croyere ; although it appears evidently, that all, 
or moſt of the merit, is due to the Ruſſians, who, 


with indefatigable labour and peril, travelled 
through theſe countries, and made theſe diſcoveries, 
XZ as well by fea as by land, whilſt he only collected 


his materials from their charts and memoirs, — 


For Mr. de la Croyere was of little more uſe, than 


a paſſenger would have been, on the laſt expedi- 


tion towards America in Tſchirikow's ſhip z — his 


chief merit ſeems to have been, his correct obſer- 


vation of the longitude at Avarcha, by the eclipſes 
of the ſatellites of Jupiter; wherein a Ruſſian of- 


fler of merit was alſo a principal obſer ver. 


In the laſt voyage he ſeems, by his account, not 


1 to have been capable of keeping a correct journal, 
having been ſick, and had given himſelf up to 
drink large quantities of brandy, to keep up his 
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75 degrees north of Kelima,, is all traditional and 
1maginary, without any memoir to ſupport it. 
It is alfo evident that the diſcovery of the north- 
eaſt coaſt, from Kamt/chatka" to 65 degrees north, 
was due to Captain Bering in his firſt voyage 
in 172933 that the iſland, and land beyond it, in 
about 66 degrees, over-againſt T/chutſchi,. which 
he pretends to be part of America, was diſcovered 
by Gwoeſdtw the ſurveyor, which Mr. de ' Iſe has 
improved, by mentioning a; converſation he had 
with a native, although they could not underſtand 
each other. It is alſo evident that the range of 
lands, from the ſouth - cape of Kami ſcbatta to 
Japan, were diſcovered by Captain Spangenberg, 
or Spanberg, in which de Ie had no merit, unleſs 
his mentioning his ſailing to Matſinai, the capital 
of Jeſſo, be a merit, and tracing it in his chart, with- 
out any journal to juſtify that account, which is 
contradicted by the author of theſe remarks. 
As to the laſt two voyages in 1741, by the Captains 
Beerings and Tſchiri tou, in which Captain Beeringss 
upon his return, was ſhipwrecked on a diſtant 
iſland, where he died; it is evident Mr. de I' ie 
had never ſeen his journal, but ſuppoſed he had | 
been ſhipwrecked ſoon after he left Avartcha, with- 
out making any diſcovery. So that the only jour- | 
nal he had to ſupport his chart, was his brother de 
Ia Croyere's, which muſt have been very imper- 
fect, as he had not ſufficient; health to attend to it, 
and was beſotted with drinking brandy to keep uß 7 
bis ſpirits, and allay his pain, which cauſed his e 
death, at his return to Avatcba. == With theſe me- \ 
24 _ terials, 1 
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terials; and 4 ficttious hart dreffed up by kim and 
his friend Buache, from an impetfe@t” abltract cf 
a Journal, which at beſt appears doubtful, he bas. 
formed a chart of an extended country, from Cali- 
fornia to the north-eaſt point of Tartary, leaving 
only a narrow ſtreight betwixt them: — wherein, 
if de Fonte's abſtract ſhould hereafter appear to be 
true, he has altered his journal ſo far, as to lay 
down the river he entered, 10 degrees farther 
north than is mentioned in de Fante's abſtract; 
and Barnarda's diſcovery, if any ſuch was made by 
him, is laid down in an entirely different direction, 
from the account he had ſent to de Fonte, TOs 
out a river ſouth-weſt from the lake Velaſco, when, it 
true, he had hey failed from that lake down a river 
80 leagues, to 61 degrees, where it entered into the 
Tartarian-ſea, ſo that' his leaving de Fonte in 53 
degrees, he muſt have gone northward down the 
river, to have entered the ſea in 61 degrees. But 
the fallacy of this chart having been deteCted in 
London by Mr. Green, he found himſelf under a 
neceſſity to correct it, and ſent a chart to the Royal- 
Society, wherein he had cut out all theſe new diſ- 
covered countries he had laid down 1n his chart, 
and brought the whole farther to the ſouthward b 

10 degrees, which he had cemented to. the re- 
mainder of his American and Afian chart, by which 
means he brought de Fonte's ſtreight de Ronquillo, 
from 72 degrees in Baffin's-bay, where he had placed 
it, to near 62 degrees near Hudſon's- bay; but he 
has not yet thought proper to publiſh any chart 
ſince, with that correction. — From this palpable 
deceit, it is evident he intended to have made uſe 


of that doubtful abſtract, to have made out that 


there was a continent which extended from Cali- 


Fornia, within a ſmall diſtance of Alia, in 66 de- 


grees, to prevent any farther attempts of a diſco- 
very of a paſſage to the weſtern ocean from Hud- 
4 | D 4 ſon g- bay, 
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Jen's-hay, apprehesding it could be no advantage 
F wil | the trade and. country around 
Hudſon" wen was given. up-by treaty to Britain, | 
_ Having thus far taken notice of the remarks 
N Mr, de Lies chart and memoir, ſince the 
Man gentleman takes great pains at the end of 
his remarks, to ſhew the ſpuriouſneſs of Admiral 
de Fante's ahſtract above mentighed, although I 


. 


am far from affirming it to be genuine, yet, as I 
think it ſtill l doubtful, a; farther diſco» 
yeries are made, to determine whether it be true 
or falſe; it may be propet in this place to take off 
ſome af the weight of this ingenious gentleman's 
objections againſt it. And firſt I muſt allow, if 
there ſhould be found any truth in it, that it has 
been very ill tranſlated, and incorrectly printed, 
and therefore can't ſupport any chart to be made 
r 24] ana. | | | 
Although in ſeveral places it appears to be a 
very bad tranſlation from the Spaniſb, by making 
an allowance for the incorrectneſs of the printing, 
- which might partly be occaſioned by not knowing 
the figures, from the manuſcript having been 
thrown en by, from the year 1640, the year 
pf the revolution of Portugal, before which time 
the Spaniſh Galleons returned to Liſbon, when the 
ip which brought it, not knowing of the revolu- 
tion, might have been ſeized by the Portugueze ; 
and as they were then taken up in ſecuring their 
country from Spain, they might not inſpect, or 
regard ſuch a manuſcript, and conſequently might 
throw it aſide, where it might have lain with uſeleſs 
PAPErS until near the time it was printed, when 
Jome curious perſon might have found it, and have 
ſept it over to Mr. Petiver, who had a corre- 
ſpondence in Portugal, who had it tranſlated, and 
. 706 3 by which many of the figures might 
have been miſtaken, and probably ſeveral of the 


4 


——t — —— — = 
— om iny ove — 
- a * . 1 


—— 
—üUä — — . ——— ee ef AE 

— 28 — ” 
— — PIR 


— 


SS * A bs * N 
— — - 2 — — — — = 
—̃ — rr mp = r ns 
2 _ 2 - Z — 8 8 — 
— — — — —— — — 2 
* — — 
— is * — — 


words 


3 * ou m — b — 
6 
2 — 
— — — 


— — 2 
— —ä—ꝓ—'— v ͤ＋¶8üUül Acad 


— 


wv „ m imd e nne e 


(4a) —- : 


' words or - paragraphs ; which may have been th 


reaſon that in many places the latitudes are not 
exact; yet for ſo. much of the coaſt as is known, 
from Lima to Salagua and the iſles of Chamilty, 
the latitudes are not much amiſs, "gt 

As to the gentleman's objection of its mention- 
ing the years of King Charles's reign, for the 
times of Hudſon's and Fames's diſcoveries, the ob- 
jection will alſo cut the other way; for though the 
Spaniardswould not mention the years of an Eugliſb 


_ King, in their accounts, yet, as the years men- 


tioned are not true, either as to Hudſon's, or James's 
voyages, it is much more likely that a Spaniard in 
America ſhould make ſuch a miſtake, than an 
Engliſhman, of at leaſt ſome learning, who would 
endeavour to deceive his own pation; for in that 
caſe, he ought to have been very exact, to make 
it paſs upon his own countrymen.—But if an order 
had been ſent from Spain, to acquaint the Spaniards 
at Lima, that the Engliſh were renewing their at- 


| tempt to find a north-weſt paſſage, which had 


been before attempted by Hudſon and James, and 
had imagined they were correct in naming tid 
years of the reign, in which they had attempted 


it; or, if de Fonte had taken the account from the 


Engliſh pilot, who was on board of him, he might 
have put it in incorrectly in his abſtract. 

The next objection this gentleman makes, upon 
account of the roſin or tar taken in at St. Helena, 
with his wit upon the Biſhop of Cloyne, may be 
eaſily ſhewn to have no weight; for there is a 
birumenous tar, which either iſſues out of the earth, 
or riſes with the water of a ſpring in that iſland, 
which is of a balſamick nature, as is mentioned ; 
ſometimes called by the Enghſ Barbadoes tar, 
which is uſed medicinally, and is often brought 


over to Europe; and if it was found in quantities, 


would anſwer as pitch for ſhips; ſo that there is 
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bo inconſiſtence in that account; — The latitudes 
he'' mentions from thence along the coaſt to Rio- 
kja, and from thence t6 Salagun and the iſles of 
Chamilli, are near the truth; but 1 muſt obſerve, 
that the names of the laſt tus places were not in- 
fetted in any E, ngliſh, Dutch, or French charts, 
until after the printing this abſtract, when the 
Spaniſh pilot's book of the Soutb.ſea was taken by 
the Engl Privateers, in the Acapulco ſhip, in 
17103 and, therefore, if the abſtract had been 
forged by an Engliſhman, he would not have choſen 
Spaniſh names of places, then unknown in England. 
His objection from its naming Point or Cape- 
Abel, in another paragraph Pori-Abel, may be 
eaſily accounted for in an inaccurate tranſlation, or 
error of the preſs; and the latitude of the place 
being wrong laid down, by a miſtaken figure, or 
the fault of the preſs, | 

The moſt ſuſpicious account, 1 nike! to e chat 
of Captain Barnarda, which he ſent to de unte of 
his northern diſcoveries; but they vary ſo much in 
the two different paragraphs, and are ſo conciſe, 

\ Hintelligible, and indiſtinct, that we muſt be- 
Neve, if the voyage be genuine, that the Captain 
was no judge of what he wrote; unleſs that part of 
the abſtract had been defaced by time, or accident. 
e But if the whole voyage was wrote with a de- 
ſign to impoſe upon the world, the perſon who 
wrote the abſtract could anſwer no end by relating it, 
as it made againſt the opinion of 'a paſſage which 
he had a deſign to impoſe upon the publick. 

As to his objections and remarks upon de Fonte's 
meeting with the Boſton ſhip, which he Jays much 
weight upon, viz. that he had never heard of any ſuch 
voyage made from Boſton, in any collection of 
voyages extant; that it was not likely that he 
would mention, that it was only a ſhip trading 
with the natives s for furs, when he was ſent to 
9 ſcize 
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ſeize upon any fhip, attempting to diſcover a paſ- 
ſage ; and his ſaying that the Boſton ſhip left him, 
inſtead of purſuing the diſcovery; notwithſtanding 
they found he had come there from California ; and 
thatit was highly improbable that Capt. Shapley would 
have parted with his curious charts and journal; I 
muſt obſerve, that not one of theſe make againſt 
the abſtract's being a genuine and true account. — 


For, if by any accident, the Baſton ſhip had been 


loſt in her return, there could have been no account 
of ſuch a voyage, as none could tell how far ſhe 
had been, or where loſt ; and, if ſuch a voyage 
had been made, as it appears the ſhip had but ten 


mariners aboard, the preſumption was that ſhe had 
only gone to trade for furs, or to fiſh, as it was 


not fitted out to make a difficult diſcovery ; and, 
therefore, it was but juſt to repreſent them as being 
only traders, and not diſcoverers. But had the 
ſhip gone upon the diſcovery, it would not have 
been prudent to have owned it, or to have pro- 
ceeded and followed de Fonte, who muſt have ſeized 


the ſhip, if it had gone to the lake his ſhip was 


in: nor does it appear that the ſhip quitted him and 
failed back, but he left the ſhip at anchor, and re- 


turned in his boat, Beſides, if the ſhip had gone 
to find the paſſage, it was ſufficient for them to 


have known there was a paſſage through, by de 
Fonte's haying come from the South-ſea, and, there- 
fore, it had been right for them to return with ſo 

reeable an account to. England: and as to 
Captain Shapley's ſelling him his chart and journal 
for 1000 crowns, that ſum was a fortune to him 


in thoſe days; ſo they were well fold, when he 


could make them out again from the log- book; ſo 
that this ingenious gentleman's remarks and ob- 


jections are no proof of the abſtra&'s being ſpu- 


rious, but ſtill leaves it doubtful. 5 
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But what ſeems to give this abſtract an appearance 
of truth, notwithſtanding its errors and incorrectneſs, 
is, that upon enquiring, we found there was a 
family at Nt time in Boſton of the name of Shapley, 
and alſo one of the name of the owner Gibbon, 
who was then of the council of New-England; 
and that very near the place where the Baſten ſhip 
was ſaid to be met, by our laſt diſcoveries we 7 
q found large openings and inlets ; that in one of 1 
theſe the Cheſter be inlet, after proceeding into it 
30 leagues weſtward from the entrance in the bay, 
it kept its breadth above 3 leagues wide, and 
ſeemed to increaſe, running to ſouthward of the 
weſt, at 5 leagues diſtance, as far as they could 
ſee in a clear day. That a falt-water current 
came from the weſtward, at the rate of ſix miles 
an hour, for eight hours each tide ; the tide from 
the bay, checked that current for two hours, and 
then for two hours more flowed gently to the 
weſtward, at the rate of one mile in an hour: — 
that it is alſo agreeable to de Fuca's diſcovery, the 
Greek pilot in Q, Elizabeth's reign, and alſo with 
2 the ſo much talked of ſtreights of Anian, and coin- 
cides with the account given by Sir James Lancaſter, 
in that remarkable poſtſcript to his letter near the 
Cape of Good-hope, when he was in danger of be- 
ing loſt, and wrote home by another ſhip, viz. 
that the paſſage to the South-ſea was in the lati- 
tude of 62 degrees and a. half on the weſt fide of 
America; beſides, the northern Indians, who live 
on the north-weſt ſide of Hudſon's: bay, have fre- 
quently been at the Yeftern-ſea ; but, if the Ame- 
rican continent ſtretched away north-weſtward, from 
Cape-Blanco in California, towards the north-eaſt 
coalt of Afa, in 66 degrees; the natives, in their 
way of travelling, could never have arrived at it, 
as it muſt have been at leaſt 5 or 600 leagues diſ- 
tanee from Hudſon's-bay ; thele, with other concur» 


ring 


6 - 
* 
„ » - 
g N 
" 2 


L451] 


ring circumſtances, as the number of whales ſeen 
and caught on the north-weſt ſide of the bay, near 
theſe inlets, which don't come through Hudſaon s- 
freight, —there being no rivers found northward 
of 60 degrees, and only broken coaſts without 
ood, makes it reaſonable to believe the lands 
diſcovered by the Riyſians to be iflands, fome of 
which may be very large, interſperſed in that north- 
weſtern ocean, I muſt add to this, that by the 
lateſt and beft accounts we can get from Spain, 
they allow that there was a family of Fuente, or 
die Fonte, who were employ*d by the Spaniards in 
the ſouthern American ſeas, and that one of that 
name had been preſident of Chili, but don't mention 
the time, who was called Merlo de Fuente, that there 
is at preſent a nephew or great grandſon of his, in 
the Jeſuit' s- College of St. Pablo in Lima, called 
father Aavier de Merlo, a very learned man. 
Notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, the whole 
muſt remain doubtful, until it is confirmed, ar 
explained, by future diſcoveries; and, therefore, 
Mr. de! If can't be juſtified in forming a chart 
from that abſtract, and is evidently culpable, in 
＋ that abſtract, to make it anſwer his pur- 
poſe, of extending the continent of America, near 
to the north-eaſtern promontory of Ala. 
I ſhall now beg leave to make ſome ſhort obſer- 
vations upon the conciſe account given by this 
ingenious Raſian gentleman, of theſe Ruſſian diſ- 
coveries,. beginning with the Ruſſian diſcoveries of 
the Frozen-coaft north of Siberia. — He has ſhewn 
the inextricable difficulties, and impracticability, of 
difcovering a paſſage by ſea, from the ſtreights of 
Weygatz, by the mouths of the rivers Oby, Je- 
_ miſea, Lena, Kolima, and ſo on, to the narth-caſtern 
promontory of Aa, near T/chutſcthi; from the 
ſeveral fruitleſs'attempts of the Ruſſiant, although 
undertaken with great judgment, and purſued with 
e ee 
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equal reſolution, 9280 * fitted. out _ the: . 


veral rivers; one being ordered to fail eaſtward, 
and another weſtward, from each river, until they 


ſhould meet each other; ſome being ſent from 


Archangel, and the weſtern rivers, to the Oby, 
Which they accompliſhed ; but thoſe from Oꝭy to 
Jeniſea, and from that river to Lena, could not 
meet thoſe which were ſent weſtward to meet them, 
upon the account of ice, the veſſels that went from 
Lena could not paſs the point and iſles near Tai- 
mura, for the quantity of fixed ice; ſo that the 


coaſt there could Fin! be diſcoyered by land, and 


the veſſels that ſailed from Lena and Indivirka, to 
meet each other, were loſt in the ice; he-ſays, that 
there had been a record found at Fakouſt, that a 
veſſel had failed from Lena to Kolima, and had 
from thence proceeded to the river Anadir, by the 
north-eaſt promontory, in 71 degrees, and the point 


at T/chutſchi,, which was diſcovered by Captain 


Beerings ; from theſe accounts he juſtly obſerves, 
that when theſe hardy Ruſſians, inured to cold and 
ice, with all their advantages, could not ſail along 
this coaſt, in the beſt ſeaſon of the year, the 
ſhips of diſtant nations, muſt undergo ſuch diffi- 
culties, as to make a voyage that way to India of 
no uſe, if it could be diſcovered further north- 
ward. 

The diſcovery of an iſland and coaſt eaſtward of 


T /chutſchi, was bi by accident in the year 1730, 
after Beerings had the year before diſcovered the 


eaſt coaſt of Kam! . N to 67 degrees; at his 
return to Ochogſti. Oltrog, having left. his ſhip with 
proviſions there, in 59 degrees, 22 minutes, — 141 
degrees eaſt longitude from Paris, according to 
Mr. de N Iſes memoir. Capt. Pawtuſts was ordered 
upon an expedition by land to T/chutſcht, and or- 
dered Mr. Goſdew, a ſurveyor, to bring to him 


there the proviſions which Captain Beerings va 
* 


„„ 
left; this he accompliſhed in his veſſel, and went 
as far as Z er ſecamen, but could not find Patutuſti: 
Fhilſt he was cruizing there, he was carried by 
the winds to the eaſtward, within fight of an iſland, 
Mr. de I” Iſle ſays, a man came off to him in a 
kind of Greenland boat, and converſed with him, 
and ſaid he was an inhabitant of a great continent, 
where were many furs ; he coaſted - it ſouthward 
for two days, and was then forced to the weſtward 
by a ſtorm, which drove him back to Kamtſchatka. 
This account the Ruſſian gentleman ſo far contra- 
dicts, as that he never heard that Gwoſdew had 
ſeen any of the natives, which makes de I I/te's 
account doubtful, as he could hold no diſcourſe 
with a man he could not underſtand ; but whether 
he did or not, he ſays, it confirmed the account 
given by the T/chutſchi, that the continent of Ame- 
rica was within a ſmall diſtance of them; and from 
this ſlight account, he founds his opinion, that Aſia 
and America had been joined, and ſeparated by an 
inundation, volcano, or earthquake, in order to 
ſupport an hypotheſis he had formed, that America 
had been peopled from thence. — In this hypotheſis 
and opinion, that this diſcovered coaſt is part of 
the American continent, and that America was peo- 
pled from the northern coaſt in 66 degrees lati- 
tude, I widely differ from him, and think it can't 
be ſupported, by that diſcovery and memoir. — 
For this coaſt being above 600 leagues from any 


* 


known part of America, except the northern part 
of Baſſin s- bay; it can't, without a further diſcovery, 
be conſidered otherwiſe than as an iſland of a con- 
ſiderable extent; for it can't be ſuppoſed that a 
veſſel failing cautiouſly along a coaſt, for only two 
days, and lying by at night, could diſcover above 
60 leagues at the utmoſt, with an eaſy gale, after 
which he was forced back in a ſtorm; and though 
Captain Beerings had ſy mptoms of land to — 

1 | A 
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of Kami ſchatta, with ſhallow ſmooth water, yet 
it might be iſlands and banks, ſuch as theſe, which 
reached from the ſouthern promontory of Kamt- 
ſchatka to Japan; neither is it probable, that Naab's 
deſcendants ſhould migrate ſo far to the northward, 
and ſettle colonies from thence throughout America; 
it would have been equally eaſy to have done it 
from Iceland and Greenland, — But then from 
whence came all the ſerpents, reptiles, and ani- 
mals, which are only found, and are natives in 
warm climates; I therefore, from this ſlight me- 
moir, can't agree with him that the American 
continent is continued ſo near to the north-caſt 
promontory of Aſia. The next land diſco- 
vered near to the Afiatic coalt was by Captain 
Tſchiritow in 51 degrees, 12 minutes lat. 12 degrees 
eaſtward from Avatcha, according to de I” Jfie's 
memoir, which I muſt follow when not contradicted 
by this . ingenious gentleman, fince he no where 
mentions the computed longitude of the places 
ſeen, upon the laſt diſcovery, — Here T{chirikow 
only ſaw a mountainous country, and entered a 
gulph of bay, from whence-ſeveral people came off 
to him in a kind of Greenland boats, one in each 
boat; and, therefore, as no great coaſt was diſ- 
covered, and only one place near it ſeen by Capt. 
Beerings, from whence: he was forced 80 miles or 
leagues eaſterly, this can be no ſufficient reaſon to 
ſuppoſe it to be a continent, as it was at leaſt 
240 leagues to ſouthward of the other land feen 
in 64 degrees, and about 170 leagues eaſtward of 
Avatcba, at 13 leagues to a degree of longitude 
in that latitude; and, therefore, no reaſon to think 
it part of America from thefedifcoveriesand mermoirs. 
The land which Beeriags diſcovered after fin 
weeks failing, by firſt ſailing, ſouth-calt to 26 de- 
grees, and. thence: north-eaſt, until he was about 
zoo Dutch miles or leagues eaſt from Kam! ſabat ta, 


wherein no mention is made of the latitude _ 
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land was in; as Captain Tychiritou made land 
the 26th of July new ſtile, and Beerings the 18th 
old-ſtile, T/chirikow being only three days ſooner 
than the other, in making land, and as it appears 
from de l Iſie's chart and memoir, that he did not 
fail ſo far to ſouthward as the other, it muſt be 
ſuppoſed the land he ſaw was more eaſterly than 
what Beerings ſaw. This land was 50 degrees to 
eaſtward of the other mountainy land laſt men- 
tioned, that he had ſeen upon his return, and in 
55 degrees, 36 minutes, which, at about 12 leagues 


co a degree in that latitude, is at leaſt 600 leagues 


to eaſtward of the other; it does not appear that 
he coaſted the land above 100. miles weſtward of 

it, in expecting the boats and men he had loſt, 
and, therefore, from his memoir, it does not ap- 
pear that they were one continent; and by Capt. 
Beerings's journal, as mentioned by this Ruſſian 
gentleman, it would ſeem probable that he 
had not been ſo far to the eaſtward as the 
other, by 270 leagues; ſo that there was ſpace 
tor a large ſea betwixt thoſe two places, - fince 
he computed it only 500 Dutch leagues from 
Avatcha, and the other was 770.—Beerings coaſted 
for ſome days to weſtward, and after quitting the- 
coaſt, by ſtorms and contrary winds, was forced 
back again towards the ſame place, to take in freſh 
water at an iſland he called Shumagan-Oftrog.,— This 
took him up to the 6th of September, he then ſailed, 
and kept within fight of the coaſt for ſome days, 
where were many iſlands, which © retarded their 
voyage, ſo they ſtood more ſouthwardly to avoid 
the coaſt, and on the 24th ſaw land again, with 
many iſlands in 51 degrees, but by ſtormy weather 
for many days, they were forced 80 leagues to the 
eaſtward, when they apprehended they were {till 
250 leagues from Avatcha, being about half way 


from the firſt land they ſaw to the eaſtward ; ſo 
5 5 that 
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that the land they laſt ſaw muſt have been 170 
leagues eaſtward from Avalcha, and conſequently 
yery near the place T/chirikow was at. — So that 
from theſe ſeveral memoirs, it does not appear 
that the coaſt was continuous betwixt theſe. two 
places they ſeverally touched at in their voyages. 
By Mr. de Jes memoir and chart, it does 
not appear to be a continuous coaſt from the caſter- 
moſt coaſt T/chirtkow ſaw, to Cape-Blanco in Cali- 
forma, for he computed it was 14 degrees to the 
weſtward of Cape- Blanco, which is in 43 degrees 
latitude ; and the coaſt they were at was in 55 de- 

grees, 30 minutes, which was 12 degrees, 30 mi- 
nutes more to northward; ſo that it was at leaſt 
220 leagues north- weſt from Cape-Blanco, and 
conſequently might not have been a continued 
coaſt from thence, as there was ſpace enough for 
a great influx of the ocean betwixt thoſe places; 
and although the nation they ſaw, might have been 
of American extraction, as they ſeemed to have 
ſomething among them like to the calumet of 

ace uſed in North. America, yet they might be ſo, 
although they lived in iſlands which had a com- 
munication with the continent, — So that upon the 
whole, from theſe diſcoveries, it does not yet ap- 
pear whether theſe lands ſeen, be part of the 
American continent, or made up of iflands, ſince 
ſome of the natives ſeem to be like the Green- 
landers, and ſome like the Americans, which muſt 
be determined by the next Ryffian diſcoveries.— 
They certainly deferve great praiſe in theſe they 
have already made ; and was I to adviſe, I ſhould 
think it their moſt prudent and ſafeſt method to 
proceed along the coaſt diſcovered in 64 degrees 
north-eaſt from Kamt ſcbatka, and trace that coun- 
try to ſouth- eaſt ward, and determine whecher it be 
continuous, or made up of iſlands; they would 
toon come into a warmer climate, and find = 
| | ſafe 


1511 
ſafe harbours for their ſhips; and at the ſame time 
find out, and increaſe a fur trade, to carry on to 
China from thence, and clear up theſe diſputed 
points, which they may eaſily aſcertain; which 
would be of great ſervice to the curious and learned 


Vorld, as well as to merchants; and they might 


probably find their people alive, who had been 
taken by the natives, and by them come to much 
greater knowledge of theſe countries And I ſhould 
be extremely pleaſed to hear that the ingenious au- 
thor of the remarks upon de  1/e's memoirs and 
chart was to be employ'd in ſo great an undertak- 
ing, which,, from his experience, I ſhould hope he 
could accompliſh, with honour to himſelf, and to 
the glory of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and her Em- 
pire, # 


—— 
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PREFACE. 


Sg OURTEEN years ago I pnblifhed at 
RRP Peter/ourgh a firſt volume of memoirs 
relating to the hiſtory and improve- 
ment of aſtronomy, geography, and 
natural philoſophy ; ſince which time 
that work might have been conſiderably lengths 
ened, had I not been more intent on the collection 
of new materials, than on the publication of 
thoſe already in my hands. I was then, as al- 
ways, after my arrival in Raſſta, deeply engaged, by 
order of that court, in getting together memoirs 
for a ſolid and complete fyftem of the geography 
of that vaſt Empire, for the ſervice of the nation. 
My Brother de la Croyere, who was permitted to ac - 
company me into Raſſta, after viſiting, purſuant to the 
orders he had obtained, the moſt northern parts of 
the government of Archanged, in order, by aftro- 
nomical obſervations, the better to determine this 
| E 4 extremity 
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of ſeeing the map of them, which I preſented to 
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: extremity of the Empire, he had alſo, ſome years 


ſince, undertaken, in the like manner, to travel 
over all the other parts of Ruſſia and Siberia, to 
the furtheſt. extremities of the eaſt, and even to 
embark at the moſt eaſtward harbour of the Kamt- 
ſchatka, to go on a diſcovery of the countries ly- 
ing betwixt Alia and America, northward of the 


South. ſca. I waited vill he had finiſhed his voyage, 


and compleated all his obſervations, to add them to 
what I already had, and was continuing to col- 


lect from other hands, and even from foreign coun- 


tries, when I received the afflictive account, that he 
died in his return from America, within ſight of 
Avatcha, the very harbour from whence he had ſet 
out. To procure, examine, and digeſt all my 
brother's papers, took up farther time. Theſe are 


real cauſes of my having delay d to publiſh- the 


ſequel of my memoirs, till my arrival in France; 
having, in the firſt volume, printed at Peterſburgh, 
promiſed. to give a map of what new diſcoveries 


' ſhould be produced by my brother” 8 voyage, and 
| hy of Captain Beerings, 


On my return to Paris, my firſt, buſineſs was. to 


| 94 in order all the informations I had been able to 
collect, relating on the vaſt extent of countries, till 
then unknown, lying betwixt Aſia and America, north- 


ward. of the South-ſea; and, I had the ſatisfaction 


the 
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the academy at its publick meeting of the sch ot 
ans 17 50, received with pleaſure. RN 


T he utility of the diſcoveries for indicating boch 
a north-eaſt and north-weſt paſſage to the South. ſea, 
which at preſent is made a point of ſuch important 
concern, has excited a deſire that this map was pub- 
liſhed, and, likewiſe, the memoir relating to it, 
in which I have'given an account of the voyages 
of the Ruſſians, in queſt of the courſe to America, 
and this is what the reader has before him; I alſo 
conceived that the curious and intelligent would be 
agreeably entertained with the circumſtantial nar- 
rative of the diſcoveries of Admiral de Fonte 1, 
ſent me from England in manuſcript thirteen years 
ago, and of which I have made uſe for filling up 
the ſpace betwixt the diſcoveries of the Ruſſians, 
and others more recently made in Hudſon” s-bay, 
and of the moſt northern tracts of America, thro? 
- which the paſſage to the Souib. ſea is ſought after. 


To this general map I ſhall ſpeedily add all the 
particular maps neceſſary for illuſtrating the deſcrip- 
tions, which at the ſame time I propoſe to give, of 


the moſt intereſting parts of this general map, with 
a detail of the. aſtronomical obſervations, and the 
laſt voyages made to thoſe countries, which will ex- 
Candi - 1451771 


+ De Fonte is a Portugueze name, and equal to a R 
Spaniſs; but the manuſcript, containing this Admiral's narra- 
tive, ſent me from London in 1739, and the Engliſs books, which 
mention him, always having de Fonte, I thought it proper to 
conform to their orthography. 
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kibit the moſt ſolid foundations to the knowled ge 
we now have of whatever lies northward of the 
South-ſea, 


With theſe I propoſe to begin the publication of 
all my geographical, aſtronomical, and phyſical col. 
leftions 3 and ſhall ſucceſſively give new maps of 
Ruſſi la, both general and particular, with the neceſ- 
ſary explanations, and the aſtronomical obſerva- 
tions on which they are grounded ; whereby it will 
appear that the maps publiſhed at Peterſburgh, tho? 
conſtructed on the memoirs which I had collected 
for that purpoſe, and though the plan of them, 
are deficient, both in the juſtneſs and accuracy 
which: they ** to have. 


In my memoir, which 1 read to the academy, 
it was ſaid, that having jointly with Mr. Buache 
formed a map, which was wanting to Admiral de 
Fonte's narrative, we we-re not a little ſurprized at 
its correſpondence with the Ruffian voyages; and 
this has inclined me to think the more favourably 
vf the truth of the narrative, though it has no. 
acquired the degree of authenticity, which, in re- 
gard to its contents, and the cireumſtances there 
related, might be wiſhed, eſpecially as no ——_ 
* has yet been come at. 


The opinion m Sie concerning this narra- 


tive ſeems to quadrate with mine > ſince E Ilis, in his 
accoun ts 
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actwtiae; vel. 1 p. 98. ſays, that there is nothing 
in Admiral de Fonte's narrative but what is very 
credible. This it is which determined me to have 
the Engliſþ manuſcript correctly tranſlated into 
French, and to publiſh the narrative juſt as I received 
it; which poſſibly may occaſion the Spaniſb original 
to be brought to light, if any ſuch there be, and 
to verify theſe diſcoveries, if freſh 3 ſhould 
be made in thoſe Pe. 


Theſe memoirs hall be ſoon ſucceeded by my 
notes and obſervations on Admiral de Fonte's nar- 
rative, and the manner in which the countries dif- 
covered by him are repreſented in my map. 


New tiſeobrnie wen: ft the South- _ — 
at the Royal Academy of Sciences, on the 8th. of 
April, 1750, 10 en de ty member of that 

bl PMs. | | ” 


MONG Aide unknown countries or 1 
there are none, the diſcovery of which are 
more uſeful, than thoſe to the northward of the 
South-ſea. - Ie. is now above: two centuries. and a 
half that the Eugliſb and Dutch, for — advantage 
of their rich commerce to che Eaft-: Iniies, have 
been making prodigious efforts in queſt of the 
ſhorteſt way thither; either north- eaſt ward, along, 
the northern coaſt of Tartary, or north-weſtward,' 
by croſſing the ſtraits diſcovered to northward of 
North- America; but the little progreſs made in ei- 
ther of theſe courſes is well known. It was with 
extreme difficulty, that the moſt daring and expert 
navigators, among the Engliſb and Dutch, could 
reach a little to the north eaſt of Nova- Zembla ; 
and the laſt voyages made to Hudſon bay inform 
us, that the Ex 24%, who perſiſt in maintaining the 
poſſibility of altes e the Soli hren, through this 
bay, have not Yeoman able to hit ü upon the outlet 
leading to it; and bald they find it, there would 
be ſtill 00 leagues to reach the neareſt known ex- 
tremity of the Sou7h-ſea, and without any certain 
knowledge whether this ſpace be filled by lands 
or ſeas. 

On the Afiatick ſide the diſtance betwixt the 
eaſtern coaſt of Nova- Zembla, and the moſt eaſtern 
extfemity of the Frozen ſea, is not leſs than 700 
leagues, Ge beyond this near 800 leagues to Fa- 
Pan; 
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pan; in fine, the unknown northern part of the 
South ſen, betwixt Japan and California, is above 
1200 leagues in extent. What an immenſe ſpace 
is here unknown on our globe, and in a part of 
ſuch great concern! I am now to lay before the 
company the diſcovery of all the countries and 
ſeas contained in it, the knowledge of which I ac- 
quired during my long ſtay in Roſſa and ſince my 
return into France. I ſhall not here enter into a 
detail of all the diſpoſitions made by Peter the 
Great in Ruſſia, for a complete geography of his 
Empire, before my arrival thither. Here it will 
be ſufficient to relate what he particularly ſet on foot, 
for aſcertaining the north-eaſt limits of Tartary, and 
reconnoitring whether it were not contiguous to 
America, or very near it. For this expedition he 
pitch'd upon Mr. Beerings, a native of Denmark, and 

a conſummate ſeaman: it was towards the cloſe of 
the life of this great Emperor, at the end of Ja- 
nuary, 1725, that this officer received his inſtruc- 
tions from him, which, on the 5th of February, 
eight days after the deceaſe of Peter the Great, 
were in full Senate ratified by the Empreſs Catharine, 
who thought it incumbent en her to ſecond the 
views of the late Emperor, her illuſtrious ſpouſe, 

Captain Beerings ſpent five. years in his expedi- 
tion, being obliged not only to go with all his men 
by land to the furtheſt eaſtward extremity ct Ma; 
but likewiſe, to have carried thither the far greateſt 
part of the materials for building two veſſels, fit 
for going upon the diſcovery with which he had 
been charged. Mr. Beerings thought he had ful- 
filled his commiſſion, when, after tracing the eaſtern 
coaſt of Afia from Kamiſchatka-harbour, to the lati- 

rude of ſixty-ſeven degrees and one third north-eaſt, 
he perceived the ſea free towards the north and 
eaſt, and that the coaſt winded away north- weſt- 


wards, and had further learned fiom the inhabi- 
| | tants, 
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tants, that between fifty and ſixty years ago, a veſ- 
2 arrived at Kamtſchaita, from the river 
This expedition ſerved to determine with greater 
punctuality than before, the ſituation and extent of 
the eaſtern coaſt of Aſa, from the harbour of 
Kamtſchatks, in the latitude of 56 degrees, to the 
Place whither Captain Beerings had penetrated. 
All this officer had ſight of in his ſailing was only 
three ſmall iſlands very near the coaſts z but hear- 
ing at his return to the harbour of Kamiſchatka, 
that to the eaſtward there was a country, which in 
calm clear weather was diſcernible, after repairing 
his ſhip, which had ſuffered by a ſtorm, he endea- 
voured to go thither; but was unfortunate in this 
ſecond attempt; for ſailing eaſtward near 40 
leagues, without perceiving any land, he again met 
with a violent ſtorm at eaſt-north-eaſt, which being 
directly contrary, drove him back to the harbour 
from whence he ſet out; ſince which, he has not 
thought fit to go a ſecond time in queſt of this 
ſuppoſed country. . 

After Mr. Beerings was returned to Peterſburgb, 
he told me with his own mouth what he has omit- 
ted in his account, viz. that, in his voyage along 
the eaſtern coaſt of Aſia, betwixt the latitude of 
50 and 60 degrees, he had all poſſible indications 
of a coaſt, or country, eaſtward ; theſe are, ff, 
That in the offing along thoſe coaſts there was 
was but little depth of water, and the waves low, 

ſuch as are uſual in ſtreights, or arms of the ſea, 
very different from thoſe mountainous ones which 
are met with on coaſts expoſed to a ſea of great 
extent. 2dly, That he ſaw broken pines, and other 
trees, driven along the ſea by the eaſterly wind; 
Whereas none grow in Kamni/chatka. galy, That 
the people of the country informed him, that an 
-eaſterly wind brings the ice in two or three days; 
| . | Whereas, 
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whereas, the weſterly wind does not bring them 
from the north-eaſt coaſt of Ala under four or 
five days. 4), That certain birds come regu- 
| larly from the eaſt every year in the fame months, 

— after continuing ſome months on the coaſt of 
Ala, return eaſtward with a like regularity.” - | 
Captain Beerings, and his Lieutenant likewiſe, 
took obſervations, at Kamiſchatka, of two eclipſes 
of the moon in the years 1728 and 1729, which 
helped me to ſtate the longitude! of that eaſtern 
extremity of A/ia, with all the preciſion which the 
nature of theſe obſervations made by ſeamen, and 
with their own inftruments, would admit of; but 
theſe firſt determinations have been ſince confirmed 
by obſervations, on Jupiter's ſatellites, taken in 
that place with the utmoſt accuracy by my brother 
and ſome Ruſſians, converſant in theſe kinds of ob- 
ſervations, and who were provided with the beſt 
of inſtruments. | EE 

After I had, near twenty years ago, got theſe 
firſt informations of the longitude of Kamiſchatha, 
by means of Captain Beerings's map and journal, 
I made uſe of them in conſtructing the map now 
under view®, repreſenting the eaſtern extremit 
of 4/ia, with the oppolite coaſt of Norib- America, 
in order to ſhew. at once what ſtill remains for diſ- 
covery between theſe two large 2 of the world. 
This map, in 1931, I had the honour of preſent- 
ing to the Empreſs Ann and the Senate, in order 
to animate the Ruſſians to undertake theſe difcove- 
_ ries, and it took effect; this Princeſs ordering a 
ſecond voyage to be made according to the plan 
which I had drawn up for it. e 

In this memoir, 1 pointed out three different 
courſes to be ſteered, in order to diſcover what 
remained unknown. One of theſe courſes wWas 
from the ſouth of Kamchatka, making direct] 

$2 | £22 wo 

dee the note at the end of this memoir. 8 
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far Japan, which was not to be done without 
croſſing the land of 2%, or rather failing thro? 
the paſſages which ſeparate it from State's 1/land, 
and = 7 Company's Land, both diſcovered by 


the Dutch above a hundred years ago. This 


would lead to a diſcovery of what lay north- 
ward of the land of 7eſſo 3 the extent of which, 
on that ſide, was not yet known, no more than the 
paſſage, betwixt that land and the coaſt of Eaſt- 
Tartary. The other courſe was to be directly eaſt- 
ward from Kamt/chatka, to the coaſt of America, 
north of California. Laftly, The third view I 


propoſed was to go in queſt of thoſe countries, of 


which Captain Beerings in his N voyage had ſuch 
probable indications. 


This expedition having ham ordered aontading 


to my plan, Mr. Beerings was commiſſioned to go 


to the eaſt of Rami ſchatta, in queſt of the lands of 


which in his firſt voyage he had the abovementi- 
oned indications: He ſet out in 1741, but did not 
go far; for meeting with a terrible ſtorm in very 
dark weather, he was unable to keep the ſea, and 
ſtruck upon a deſert iſland in the latitude of 54, 
at a ſmall diſtance from Avatcha harbour, from 
which he had ſailed. This was the period of the 
life and voyages of Capt. Beerings, he dying there 
through diſtreſs and vexation, together with moſt 
of his people. The few who ſurvived returned 
with great difficulty to Kamchatka, in a kind of a 
long- boat, which they had built out of the remains 
of their ſhip: this place was called Beerings*s Hand, 


and is to be ſeen in the ſecond map which I now = 
exhibit, and which repreſent all the diſcoveries 


1 made ſince the finiſhing of my firſt map. 


The commander of the ſhip ſent on the Japan 


diſcovery was one Spanberg, a german; he failed 
from Kamiſchaika harbour in 1739, with a fair: 


wind, Which in 16 days * him near twenty 
latitude- 


— wr . ” . — m 7... , 
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degrees of latitude, ſouthward, to betwixt the 36c<h 
and 37th degree along ſeveral iflands ; here he 
thought himſelf upon the coaft of Japan, where 
he is ſaid to have been well received ; but he land- 
ed in Japan at betwixt 39 and 40 degrees latitude, 
which is the northern part of chat country. In 
the proſecution of his voyage he went to Matſmey, 
the chief and one of the moſt ſouthern places of 
the land of Tee; but here Captain Spanberg did 
not go aſhore. In the ſecond map is delineated 
Captain Spanberg's courſe, from Kamiſchatka to 
Japan and Mat ſiney. 1 #4 
As to the third and the principal courfe, which 
was eaſtward from Kamt/chatka to America, this 
was committed to Captain Alexis T{chirikow, a 
Ruſſian, who had been Captain Beerings*s Lieute- 
nant in his firft voyage, and with him embarked 
my brother, Attronomer to this academy, both to 
aſſiſt him in the reckoning of the ſhip's way, and di- 
rection of the courſe, and to make exact aftro- 
nomical obſervations in the places where they 
might land. They ſet fail on the 15th of June 
1741 new ſtyle, from a harbour of Nami ſcbatła, 
called Avatcha, or Port St. Peter and St, Paul; 
the latitude of which my brother had, from ob- 
ſervation, ſettled at 33 degrees, 1 minute, and its 
_ diſtance from the meridian of Paris has, by Zupi- 
ter*s Satellites, been found to be above 156 de- 
reed, ©, | | | | 
, On the 26th of July, after 41 days failing, in 
the track marked on the fecond map, they fell in' 
with a country in the latitude of 55 degrees 36 
minutes, which they took for the coaſt of Ameri- 
ca. They had failed near 62 degrees in longitude, 
and conſequently were at 280 degrees eaſt diſtance 
from the meridian of Paris. _ Blanco, the furtheſt 
_ extremity of California, to the north and weſt, is 
in the latitude of 43 degrees, and 232 from the 
nn F meridian 


7 
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meridian of Pams, ſo that Captain T/chirikow and 
my brother were come within 14 degrees weſt, and E 
12 and half north, of California, whither none 
befoie them has been known to reach. | 

Captain T, [chirikow having, as I have ſia, got | 


ſight of this land on the 26th of Fuly, continued 


— off and on above a week, endeavouring 
to get nearer to the coaſt; but finding this im- 
racticable with his ſhip, any nearer than a league's. 
diſtance, he determined to ſend a boat with 10 
men and a mate well armed; but upon their 
landing, the people on board loſt ſight of them, 
and they have never been heard of ſince, though 
Captain T/chirikow kept cruizing along the coaſt 
all the month of Auguſt, in expectation of 
them, till the ſtormy ſeaſon coming on, and 
their being no probability of their return, he 
thought it adviſable to ſail back to Avatcha. In 
his return he had ſight for ſeveral days of thoſe 
very diſtant countries which I have marked on my 
map *. ö 

After a conſiderable progreſs in their return, on 6 
the 20th of September they came near a mountain- , 
ous coaſt, very full of graſs, but in which they f 
could perceive no trees; the rocks under the water t 
and along the ſhore would not allow them to land, - 
but coming into a bay, they there ſaw ſome ; in- t 
habitants, ſeveral of whom came to them, every 
one being ſingly in a canoe, not unlike thoſe of 
the Greenlanders or the Eſquimaux, however 
there was no underſtanding a word of what theſe 

people 


At the time of reading the preceding memoir, 22 had exhibited 
to publick view two large manuſcript maps, which are thoſe 
mentioned in his diſcoveries, one being a copy of the map 
which I had drawn at Perersburgh, 1731, on Captain Beering-'s 
firſt voyage, and had the honour of preſenting to the: Empreſs 
Ann and the Senate, with a manuſcript memoir, 3 its 
uſe and conſtruRion. | 
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people ſaid.” The latitude of this place appeared from 
obſervations to be 51 degrees and a halt, and its dif- 


ference of longitude, from the harbour of Avateba, 


whither they returned, was near 12 degrees. Dur- 
ing this voyage. of Captain T/chirikow and my 
brother, the greateſt part of the ſhip's company 
had been carried off by the ſcurvy, and ſo far were 
they themſelves from. having eſcaped it, that my 


_ unfortunate brother, after 13 days illneſs, dyed of it 


on the 22d of October, in the arms of the ſailors | 


and ſoldiers, who were helping him into the boat 


to carry him aſhore, and in ſight of that harbour, 
from which he had ſet out on his expedition, 
about 4 months before. Captain T/chirizow, though 


far gone in that fatal diſeaſe, together with a few 


of his men, being able to be carried aſhore, reco- 
vered. Such was the iſſue of the laſt voyage of 
the Ruffians, for finding out the way to Ame 
rica. | EO 
On the coaſt of the Zaftern-ſea, over-againſt 
Kamiſchatka, is a place called Oæbota, or Okhotſhoy- 
Oftrog, in the latitude of 59 degrees, and 22 mi- 
nutes, and near 141 degrees of longitude diſtant 
from the meridian of Paris. This is the place for 
taking ſhipping for Kamt/chatia and the neighbour- 
ing countries; and Mr. Beerings having here left 
the ſhip in which he had made his firſt voyage, 
ſome Ryffians ventured to put to ſea with it, in 
1731, ſteering the ſame courſe as Mr. Beerings had 
done two years before, but with better ſucceſs than 
him, having carried the diſcovery of a way to Ame- 
rica farther than he, for reaching the point whither 
Captain Beerings had gone in his firſt voyage, and 
which had been his ze plus ultra, they ſtood di- 
rectly eaſtward, where they met with an iſland, 
and afterwards a large country, which they had not 
deen long in ſight of, before a man in a little ſkifr, 
ke thoſe of the Greenlanders, came up to them. 
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They were very deſirous of knowing what country 
it was he belonged to; but all they could gather from 
him was, that he lived in a very large continent, 
which abounded in furs. The Ruffians traced the 
coaſt of this continent two days in a ſouth direc- 
tion, without being able to land, when they met 
with. ſuch a ſtorm as obliged them to bear 
away for the coaſt of Kamtſchatka, returning after- 
wards to the place from whence they had ſet out. 
To thefe diſcoveries of the Ruſſians northward. 
of the Sous b. ſea, I might add thoſe which in the 
courſe of eight years they have made on the coaſt 
of the Frozen. ſea, from Archangel to the river Ro- 
vima : but they not having been farther, I have 
only marked on my ſecond map the ſituation of 
the coaſts of the Frozen: ſea, as far as the river 
Rovima, according to their obſervations, and the 
remainder of the coaſt from the beſt conjectures 
I could form from the courſe which other Ruſſi- 
ans had formerly ſteered along the coaſt as far as 
 Kamiſchatka ; and likewiſe a large country diſco- 
vered in 1723, to the northward of the Frozen- 
ſea, at 75 degrees latitude. | 5 
When, as I have ſaid, I was buſied in Rſſia in 
the inveſtigation of thoſe northern countries, it 
was my happineſs to be informed of the diſcove- 
ries of Admiral de Fonte, in the South-ſea, in his 
ſearch after a north-welt paſſage, and that by a 
manuſcript extract of the voyage of that Admiral. 
Judging that I could not rightly uſe it, before J 
was acquainted with my brother's courſe, in order 
to compare them, I delayed it till my return into 
France, where I have had the advantage of Mr. 
Buacbe's lights, who has formed a map from Ad- 
miral de Fonte's narrative : that having none, we 
have compared it with my brother's courſe, and the 
other informations which J got in Ruſſa, and 
found a ſurprizing conformity betwixt them. _ 
; Admiral 
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Admiral Barthelemi de Fonte was at that time 
Admiral of New Spain, and afterwards Prince of 


Chili, &c. He relates that the court of Spain, hav- 
ing been informed of the Voyages of the Engliſh 


into Hudſon” 5-bay, to find out a paſſage to the 
north-weſt, he had received orders from the 
King of Spain, and likewiſe from the Viceroys of 
New Spain and Peru, to go on the ſame ſearch 
through the South-ſea with 4 Men of War; which 
accordingly put to Sea from the Calao of Lima, 
April 3, 1649; that near Realejo, on the coaſt of 
Mexico, they farther provided themſelves with 
four long-boats, built expreſly for failing, Sc. 
that having reached Cape-blanco (the then ſup- 
poſed extremity of California) he failed 456 


| leagues in a north-weſt direction, till he arrived 


at a river which he called Rio de los Reyes, i. e. 
King's river; that in 260 leagues of this paſſage 
they had met with ſeveral ſtreights, which ſerpen- 
tizing, formed a cluſter of iſlands, to which 
Admiral de Fonte gave the name of St. Lazarus's 


Archipelago. To avoid prolixity, I at preſent paſs 


over the detail of the Admiral's narrative, the 


great lakes, iſlands and rivers, diſcovered in this 


voyage, and to which he gave names, they 
being ſufficiently repreſented on the map, which 
I now offer to the academy. TI ſhall only ob- 
ſerve that this Admiral, and the Captains of the 


ſhips under him, having ſeparated, and ſteering 


different courſes, in order at the ſame time to diſcover 


the more countries, they might have carried their 


ſhips into ſome of the vaſt lakes marked on the 
map ; and that the Admiral himſelf, having with 


his failing-boats penetrated to one of the lakes 


contiguous to the Bay of Baſſins, the Catarats 
not permitting his ſhips to come hither, 
he there met with an Engliſh ſhip from Boſton, 


Sc. Laſih, that he had carried his diſcoveries 
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both by ſea and land beyond the 8oth' degree, 
where he found mountains of 1 ice of a Rupende- | 
ous height. 

The lands and ſeas diſhoyered by Admiral de 
Fonte fill up, as may be ſeen, the whole ſpace 
which, after all the ſearches of the Ryſians, remained 
vacant for further diſcoveries, and terminate at the 
furtheſt known lands of North America, both to- 
wards Hudſon and Baffins-bays, to the weſt of Ca- 
nada, and the north of New Mexico and California, 
which throws ſo great a light on the diſcovery of 
a north-weſt paſſage to "the South- -ſea, that I 
thought myſelt obliged to communicate them to 
the ſociety, till I lay before it the grounds on 
which this map is formed, the detail of which 
muſt be reſerved for our private meetings. 

Yet I cannot forbear ſubjoining here a phyſical | 
corollary, deducible from theſe diſcoveries, relat - 
ing to the ſtructure of our globe, at leaſt as to 
its ſurface, by which Mr. Buache, who, from his 
accurate knowledge of the ſtructure of all the 
other parts of the known world, had conjectured 
that Aſia muſt be joined northward to America, 
by a chain of mountains and ſhallow ſeas, has 
had the pleaſure to ſee his opinion confirmed 
by the diſcoveries. of which I have here given a 
ſuccinct relation. : 
The ſecond manuſcript map which I laid before 
the academy, was in all reſpects like the former, 
only with the advantage of the new diſcoveries 
made ſince 1731 being added to it by Mr. Buac be, 
from memoirs which I had communicated to him, 
and that, as I noticed in my diſcourſe, he had 
formed that part of this map which was ae 
in Admiral de Fonte's narrative. 

Beſides theſe, Mr. Buache had alſo made ano- 
her ſmall manuſcript map, which was a reduction 
of the large map laſt mentioned. This ſmall 
6 map 
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map I preſented to the preſident of the academy, 


whilſt my memoir was reading; and Mr, Buache 


and I have ſince very willingly ſhewn it to all who 
have the improvement of geography ſo much at 
heart, as to deſire a particular ſight of it. 


But this reduced map not being in a condition to 


be engraven, as wanting a more particular exhibition 
of Ali a and "America, I delayed publiſhing it till I 
had reviſed theſe two eſſential points. This en- 
gaged me in freſh difquifitions, eſpecially with 
relation to America, in the molt intereſting places 
for France; but by application I accompliſhed it, 


and have been enabled to furniſh Mr. Buache WE 


new deſigns, which he has cauſed to be engraved, 

as may be ſeen in the map I now publiſh. This [ 
thought a juſt regard for the publick obliged me 
to ſay, in excuſe for the delay in publiſhing this map, 
and to ſhew the occaſion of the difference betwixt 


the former and the preſent deſigns, and, likewiſe, 


to inform the publick of the ſhare Mr. Buache 
had | in the compoſition of this map. 


» * 


A' letter by Admiral Barthelemi de Fonte, then Ad- 
miral of New-Spain and Peru, at preſent Prince 
of Chili, in which be gives an account of the moſt 
important articles of his journal, from the Callao 
of Lima to Peru, and of his expedition for diſ- 
covering whether there be any paſſage from the 


north-weſt of the Atlantic-Ocean to the South- 
Sea, and that of Great Tartary. Tranſlated from 
the Spaniſh. 4 | 


H E Viceroys of New Spain and Peru hav- 

ing received advice from the court of Spain, 

that the ſeveral attempts of the Engliſh, both in 
the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James, 
and, likewiſe, thoſe by Captain Hud/on and Capt. 
"tory th in the 2d, 3d, and 4th years of K. Charles, 
ad been again renewed, in the 14th of the ſame 
Prince, being the year 1639, by ſome ſkilful na- 
vigators of Boſton in New England; I Admiral 
de Fonte received orders from Spain, and the above 
mentioned Viceroys, to fit out four men of war, 
with which we put to ſea from the Callas of Lima, 
on the 3d of April, 1640; I Admiral Barthelemi 
de Fonte, in the Holy Ghoſt ; Vice- Admiral Don 
Diego Peneloſſa, in the St. Lucia; Pedro Bernardo, 
in the Roſary; and Philip de Ronguillo, in the King 
Philip. | Ts 1 
On the 7th of April, at five in the evening, we 
arrived off St. Helena, which is 200 leagues north 
of Guyagquil-bay, and in two degrees ſouth-latitude, 
where we anchored within the cape ; and here every 


ſhip 
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ſhip provided itſelf with a large quantity of a bitu- 
men commonly called tar, of a dark colour, with 
a greeniſh. tinge, as an excellent remedy againſt 
the ſcurvy and dropſy. Ir is alſo uſed in paying 
ſhips bottoms, but we took it aboard as a medica- 
ment; it oozes out of the earth, and in theſe parts 
is found in great abundance. 

On the 1oth of April we paſſed the equinoctial, 
within ſight of Cape del Paſſao, and on the 11th 
got beyond that of Sr. Francis, at 1 degree, 7 mi- 
nutes, north-latitude; we anchored at the mouth 
of St. Jago river, and 80 leagues, N. N. W. and 
25 E. by E. where caſting our nets, we took a 
large quantity of very palatable fiſh, A party of 
each ſhip's company alſo went aſhore, where they 
killed ſome wild goats and hogs, of which they ſaw 
great numbers ; and beſides, bought of the inhabi- 
tants, turkey cocks and hens, ducks, and moſt deli- 
cious fruits. This marketing was at a village two 
Spaniſh leagues, or ſix miles and a half, on the left- 
hand, from the mouth of the river St. Jago, which 
with ſmall veſſels is navigable to the diſtance of 
14 Spaniſh leagues, about ſouth-eaſt from the ſea, 
and almoft half way to the large and opulent city 
of Quito, which is in 22 minutes ſouth- latitude. 

On the 16th of April we failed from the river 
St. Jago, for the harbour of Realejo, 320 leagues, 
north - weſt by weſt, in about 11 degrees, 14 mi- 

nutes, north- latitude, leaving St. Michael s- Hill on 
our left, and Cape Caſamina on our right. This 
is a very ſafe harbour, being ſheltered towards the 
ſea by the iſlands of Ampallo and Mangreza, and by 
three other iſlands, all well peopled and cultivated. 
Realejo is the place in New Spain where the large 
| ſhips are built: it is but four miles by land from 
the lake Nicaragua, which diſcharges itſelf into the 
North-ſea, near the iſland del Grano, i. e. of Corn, 
or de la Perlas, 1, e. of Pearis, The * 
| = | ood 
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hood of Realejo abounds in hard wood, reddiſh ce- 
dar, and all kinds of ſhip timber. Here we took 
the opportunity of buying four boats, of about 
twelve tons, and thirty-two feet in the keel, prime 
ſailors, being built for ſailing and. rowing. . 

On the 26th of April we lailed from Kealejo for 
Saragua, or rather Salagua, paſſing among the iſles. 
and flats of Chamilli, by which name Palſo this 
harbour is often called by the Spaniards. It lies 
in 17 degrees, 31 minutes, north-latitude, and 580 
leagues north-weſt and by weſt from Realejo. At 
Salagua, and another town, called Compoſtella, near 
the former, we entered a maſter of a bark and his 
ſix men, who followed the pearl trade with the na- 
tives of California, and theſe catch them on a bank, 
at 19 degrees, north-latitude, beyond that of S.. 
John's, which lies in 24. This pearl fiſhery bears 
20 leagues north-north-eaſt from Cape Sti. Luke, 
which is the ſouth-caſtermoſt part of California. 

The maſter informed Admiral de Fonte, that 200 
leagues to the northward of Cape St. Luke, a flood 
from the north met the ſouth flood, and that he 
firmly believed California to be an iſland. Upon 
which, Don Diego Peneloſſa (nephew to Don 
Louis de Haro, chief miniſter in Spain) a young 
nobleman of very extraordinary knowledge in 
coſmography, and not leſs {kill in all the parts of 
navigation, undertook to diſcover whether Cali- 
fornia was an iſland or not, which before was an 
undetermined point, or rather, it was held to be a 
peninſula. Beſides his own ſhip, he had with him 
the four failing-boats, which had been bought 
at Realejo, and the pearl-dealers, who came on 
board of us at Salagua. 

Admiral de Fonte left them to proſecute this deſign 
on the roth of May, 1640, ſailing within the iſlands 
of Chamilli, and after coming up with Cape: Sable, 


on the weſt-ſouth-weſt coaſt ot California, and in 
20 de- 
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20 degrees north latitude, and 160 leagues north, 
and by weſt from Chamilli iſlands, a freſh and 
ſettled; gale ſprung up at ſouth-ſouth-eaſt, which, 
from the 26th of May, to the 14th of June, 
carried him to Lys Reyes river, in the latitude of 
53 degrees, without . having occaſion to take in 
his top fails, in a north-north-weſt courſe of 866 
leagues together, near 410 from Port-ſable to 
Cape Blanco, and 456 from thence to Kio de los 
Reys ; the weather likewiſe was fine during the 
whole paſſage ; and near 260 leagues of it he failed in 
the winding ſtreights, formed by tae iſlands of St. 
Lazarus's Archipelago, (as it was named by Admi- 
ral de Fonte) from its being diſcovered on the feſti- 
val of that Saint; by his boats rowing a mile a 
head, to ſound the depth of water, and obſerve 
the rocks and ſhallows. 1 & 
On the 22d of June Admiral de Fonte ſent an 
Officer to Captain Pedro Bernardo, with orders for 
him to fail up a fine river, very deep, and of an 
eaſy current. He entered it ſteering northward, after- 
wards north-weſt by north, and afterwards, as the 
river winded, north-weſt, which brought him into a 
lake with a multitude of iſlands in it, and a large 
and populous peninſula, the inhabitants of which he 
found to be of a very humane and amiable diſpoſi- 
tion. To this lake he gave the appellation of Velaſco, 
in honour of a nobleman-of that name, who was 
his patron : all along he had 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 fa- 
thom water; both the rivers and lakes afforded 
plenty of excellent ſalmon, and trouts, and white 
perches, ſome of which were two feet long. Here 
Captain Bernardo leaving his ſhip, took three 
Indian pinnaces, which in their tongue are called 
Periaguas, made of two large trees, and betwixt 
go and 60 feet in length; with theſe he ſailed up 
the lake, firſt 140 leagues to the weſtward, and 
afterwards. 
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afterwards 436 eaſt-north-eaſt, up to 77 degrees 

northern latitude. . eee 
After Admiral de Fonte had diſpatched Cap- 
tain Bernardo on diſcoveries to the north and 
eaſt of the fea of Tartary, he himſelf ſailed up a 
very ſpacious and navigable river, which, from its 
ſightlineſs, he called Rio de los reyes, the channel at 
firſt bearing almoſt north-eaſt, but in 60 leagues 
its direction frequently altered. At low water he 
alighted upon a navigable channel, four or five 
fathom deep ; at the ſpring tides the water of both 
rivers is nearly of an equal depth, that of Los 
reys, at new and full moon, is two feet and half; 
a ſouth-ſouth-eaſt moon brings on the flood, in 
de Haro river, where the water at the ſame time 
of the moon riſes to 22 feet and an half; they had 
with them two Jeſuits, who in their miſſions had 
been as far as the 66th degree of northern latitude, 
and had made very curious obſervations; one of 
theſe venerable perſons attended Captain Bernardo 

in his diſcoveries. i „ | 
Admiral de Fonte received a letter from Captain 
Bernardo, dated the 27th of June, 1640, with ad- 
vice, that having left his ſhip in Velaſco lake, be- 
twixt the iſland of Bernardo and Canibaſſet peninſu- 
la, he was falling down a river which iſſued from 
that lake, and after a courſe of 80 leagues, in 
which are three cataracts, it runs into the ſea of 
Tartary, at 61 degrees; that he was accompanied 
by a very pious and learned jeſuit miſſionary, and 
had with him 36 Indians, in three of their periaguas, 
and' 20 Spaniſh ſailors; that the coaſt ſtretched 
away to the north-eaſt 3 that they were in no dan- 
ger of wanting proviſions, the rivers offering them 
plenty of fiſh, and the country of venifon and 
game of ſeveral kinds; beſides a good ſtore of 
bread, ſalt, oil and brandy, . which they had 
brought along with them, and that no — 
| 0 
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of his ſhould be wanting to accompliſh the diſco- 
very. The Admiral was now arrived at an Indi- 
an town named Conaſſet, on the ſouth coaſt of the 
lake Belle, when he received this letter from Cap- 
tain Bernardo. This is a very delightful place, 
and the two jeſuit miſſionaries had continued here 
two years of their miſſion, to the great benefit of 
che inhabitants. The Admiral entered this lake 
with his two ſhips on the 22d of June, an hour 
before high water, in betwixt four or five fathom 
water; there was then no fall or cataract, and 
the general depth of Jake Belle is ſix or ſeven 
fathom ; there is a little water-fall till half flood, 
and half an hour before high water the flood begins 
flowly to ſer into Belle lake; the river water is 
freſh at Arena harbour, being 20 leagues from the 
mouth of the river de los Reyes. 

This river and the lake abound in ſalmon, 
trouts, pikes, mullets and two other kinds of fiſh 
peculiar to theſe places, which are very large, and 
fine eating. Admiral de Fonte affirms the mullets 
of the river de los Reyes to exceed thoſe of any 

other part of the world, = 
On the ift of Ju, 1640, Admiral de Fonte 
leaving his ſhips in Belle lake in Conaſſet harbour, 
which was in every reſpect very convenient, being 
within a fine iſland, ſailed up a river to which he 
gave the name of Parmentiers, in honour of Par- 
mentiers, one of his fellow - adventurers, a per- 
ſon of ſingular merit, and who had drawn up an 
accurate deſcription of this river and its neigh- 
bourhood. We have paſſed (it is ſtill the Admiral 
who ſpeaks) eight cataracts, which in all made 32 
feet of perpendicular height, from the ſource of the 
river to its iſſue into lake Belle. The river runs into 
a large lake; I hope it will not be imputed to me 
as any great vanity, that I called it lake de Fonte, 
where we arrived the 6th of July; it is in length from 
eaſt- north- eaſt to weſt- north- weſt, 160 leagues, its 


depth 
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depth is generally from 20 to 30 fathom, and in 
ſome places even 60; no place has finer cod and 
ling, nor in greater plenty : in this lake are 
ſeveral large iſlands, and 10 ſmaller, which are ſo 


many. thickets, being covered with ſhrubs and 


trees; but. what is more ſurprizing, the moſs grows 
to the height of 6 or 7 feet, and is in winter the 
chief ſuſtenance of the deer, of which there is 
great numbers, and particularly of an animal cal - 
led Mooſe; of which I cannot give a better idea, 
than by ſaying it is a kind of very large ſtag ; 
they alſo produce cherries, ſtrawberries, black- 
berries and gooſeberries, ſtore of wild fowl, ſuch 
as woodcocks, partridges, &c. and ſea-fowl, eſpe- 
cially towards the ſouth. In this lake is a large 
iſland well peopled, and beſides its fertility, is of 
great advantage, being noted for the excellency 
of its timber, as oak, aſh and elm, and chiefly 
firs, which are of an uncommon height and 
big neſs. 

On the x4th of uh we failed from the eaſt- 
north-caſt point of the lake de Fonte, and paſſed, 
a lake which I named Eſtrecho de Ronquillo, i. e. 
Ronquillo Streights, as to 34 leagues in length, 
it was but 2 or 3 in breadth ; its depth was beyond 
what we expected, being 20, 23, and 26 fathom. 
We had the good fortune to be drove through this 
| ſtreight by a freſh gale within 10 hours, and in 
the time of a flood ; the farther we went eaſtward, 


the country ſenfibly altered for the worſe, as is 


| ſeen in North and South America, from the 36th 
degree of latitude to the northern and ſouthern 
extremities ; the weſtern part is preferable not 
only in fertility, bur alſo for the temperature of the 
air, being at leaſt warmer by 10 degrees here than 
farther to the eaſt: this alſo was the obſervation 
made by the moſt judicious Spaniſb navigators, in 


the times of the emperors Charles the 5th and Philip 
the 
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the 2d, as may be ſeen in Alvares, Acoſta, and 
Mariana, We 

On the 159th of July we came to an Indian 
town, the inhabitants of which told Mr. Parmen- 
tiers, that at a ſmall diſtance from us there was a 
large ſhip, in a place where no ſuch thing had ever 
been ſeen before; upon which, we inſtantly made 
the beſt of our way for this ſhip ; but when we 
came to her, we found, in her only a man pretty 
well in years, who was the Captain, and another 
in the prime of his youth, the owner and Crew 
being gone a trading. 

In the mechanical parts of the raHenaricks 1 
never have met with the maſter's equal; my ſecond 
mate and my gunner were Engliſhmen, and thorough 
ſeamen; they had both been made priſoners at 
Campeachy, as likewiſe had been the Captain's ſon; 
they reported to me that the ſhip came from my | 
ton, the chief town of New England. 

On the 3oth of July the owner of the ſhip and} 
all the ſhip's company came on board of me: the 
Captain of the ſhip, whoſe name was Shapely, in- 
forming me, that the owner of his ſhip was a very 
worthy man, and major-general of Mal techuſets, 
the greateſt colony in all Neu England. I treated 
him as a perſon to whom ſome regard was due; 
ſignifying to him, that though my orders were to 
make prize of all whom I ſhould meet with, com- 
ing in ſearch of a north-weſt or weſt paſſage | into 
the South ſea, I was willing to look upon them 
only as merchants trading with the natives, for ſkins 
and furrs; and he, as an acknowledgement of 
this indulgence, made me a preſent of proviſions, 
doubtleſs on a ſuppoſition that I wanted them 3 
which gratitude I returned with a diamond ring, 
but it was with great difficulty I could prevail on 
this gentleman to accept of it. Captain Shapely 


having many valuable charts and journals; and le | 
| ible 


1 

ſible their ſhip and liberty were in my power, 
made me an offer of them. They were an agreea- 
ble preſent, I own; but 1 inſiſted on my givin 
him 1000 peices of eight, as an equivalent. f 
likewiſe: preſented General Seymour Gibbons with a 
quarter caſk of the beſt Peru wine, and gave 20 
pieces of eight to each of his ten men, who ſeemed 
choice fellows; and ſo all terminated to our mu- 
tual ſatisfaction. * 

On the 6th of Auguſt we left the Engliſh, and 
on the 11th, after failing 86 leagues, a fair wind 
and the current brought us to the firſt cataract of 
Parmentiers river; and on the 16th I had the ſatis- 
faction to be again with my ſhips, which I had 
left at Conaſſet, on the ſouth coaſt of Belle lake, 
and to find all well. The people of Conaſſet had 
behaved exceeding well to our people, and Captain 
Nonquillo had not been wanting in ſuitable returns, 
and kept his men in excellent diſcipline. = 

On the 20th of Auguſt an Indian brought me a 
letter from Captain Bernardo, of the 11th of Au- 
guſt, informing me, that he was returned from his 
northern expedition, and could affure me, thac 
there was no communication from the Spaniſh or 
Atlantic ocean, through Davis's Sireights, the na- 
tives of the country having carried one of his 
ſailors up to the bottom of that ſtreight, where he 
{aw it terminate in a freſh water lake, 30 miles in 
circumference, and in the ' 8oth degree of north 
latitude ; that towards the north were prodigious 
mountains, and to the north-weſt of the lake, 
maſles of ice an hundred fathom high, which may 
have been formed there ever ſince the creation of the 
world; men with all their pride and conceit having 
but an imperfect knowledge of the works of God, 
eſpecially towards the poles ; adding, that from 
Baſſet land he had failed north-eaſt, eaſt-north- 


caſt, and north-eaſt and by eaſt, up to the 79th 
degree 


| | [ 81 ] „ 
degree of latitude, where he obſerved the land to 
be covered with pt es of ice, and to extend itſelf 
towards the north. Afterwards, - a ſecond letter 
came from Captain Bernardo, dated from Menbau- 
ſet, acquainting me, that on the 29th of Auguſt he 
arrived at Arena, having failed 20 leagues up the 
river de los Reys, where he waits my orders 3 
Captain Ronguillo having, purſuant to my directi- 
ons, ſalted up a large quantity of fiſh and veniſon, 
and got aboard 100 tons of maize, or India corn, I 
weighed from Conaſſet the 2d of September, 1640, 
bringing away ſeveral of the country people, who 
had defired to enter on board our ſhips, and on 
the 5th of the ſame month I anchored betwixt 
Porto de la Arena and Menhauſet, in los Reys river; 
afterwards returning down this river, I found my- 
ſelf in the north-eaſt part of the South. ſea, from 
whence providence. brought us ſafely to the port 
where we had ſet out on this diſcovery, having 
found that there is no ſuch thing as a north-weſt 
_ paſſage into the Sourh-ſea. NE WET ION 
The whole will more clearly appear in the map. 


| : The end of Admiral de Fonte's letter. 


6 Fo Extract 


E xtra from tbe regiſter of the Royal dcadeny of | 
Sciences, of the 13th of January, 1751. 


Y order of the academy, we have examined 
three pieces, which Mr. de 1*1ſe propoſes to 
publiſh under the Company's privilege, - with his 
new map of the diſcoveries to the north and welt 
of America, 

The firſt of theſe pieces is a memoir, which Mr. 
dc 7 * Ile has read at a publick meeting of the aca- 
demy, ſetting forth the diſcoveries made by the 
Ruſſians to the north and eaſt of Tartary, and the 


north and weſt of America. | 

The ſecond is a narrative of the voyage of Ad- 
miral de Fuente, made in 1640, by order of the 
court of Spain, for diſcovering the communication 
of the South-ſea with the ocean through the north 
of America. This is a tranſlation of an Engliſb manu- 
ſcript, and its contents would be of very great im. 
portance, could its authenticity be made out. 

The third piece is an advertiſement, in which 
Mr. de e gives notice of his deſign to publiſh 
general and particular maps of Ruffia, together 
with the aſtronomical obſervations on which they 
are grounded; and which he propoſes to render 


more exact and compleat, than thoſe lately publiſhed 
| in 


1 

in Ruſia; although formed upon a plan which he 

himſelf had laid down, and from memoirs which 

he himſelf had collected at Peterſburgb. III 
All theſe ſeveral particulars appear to us of ſuch 

concern to the publick, that we think the memoirs 


on them deſerve to be printed. 
Signed, 
MARALDIDE MonTICNY.. 


I certify this extract to be agreeable to its ori- 
Zinal, and to the judgment of the academy. 


Grandjean de Fouchy, Secret. Perpt. de I' Acad. 
Royale des Sciences. 
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BOOKS printed for A. L1wpz, Bookſeller to 
Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of 
Walks, in Catharine- Street, in the Strand. 

1. Candid Narrative of. the Riſe and Progreſs of the 

3 Herrnhuters, commonly call'd. Morayians ; or, Unitas 

Frattum. The Second Edition. By Henry Rimius. Price 18. 6d. 


2. A Paſtoral Letter againſt Fanaticiſm. By W. John Stinſtra. 
Tratiſtated from the Dutch. By Henry Rimius. Price 1s. 


3. A True and Authentic Account of Andrew Frey; con- 
taining the Occaſion of his coming among the Herrnhuters, &c. 
his Obſervation of their Conferences, caſting Lots, Marriages, * 
&c. and the Reafon for which he left them; together with the 
Motives for publiſhing his Account. Price 18. 8 2 


4. The Soul's Eſpouſal, or Union with Jeſus Chriſt. By Mr. 
Edward Pearce. Price 1s. 6d. bound. | | 


5. An Account of a New Zoophyte, or Animal Plant, from 
Groenland. In a Letter to Dr. Haller. By C. Milius. Pr. 1s. 


6. A Compleat German Grammar, in two Parts: The firft 
Part containing, True, Plain and Eaiy Inſtructions for acquiring 
fundamentally, in a ſhore Time, the Knowledge and Uſe, both 
in Speaking and Pong of the German Tongue. The ſecond 
Part is emiched with Familiar Words, Phraſes, peculiar Ex- 
preſſions, proverbial Sentences and Dialogues. To which are 
added, for farther Application, ſeveral Pieces of News, German 
Letters, and ſome. Moral. Pieces, in Profe and Verſe: Together 
with an ample Vocabulity in Alphabetical Order. By John 
Bachmaire, M. A. Price 45. | 


7. Neue Engliſche Grammatike, in fich haltend eine getreue, 
deutliche und leichte Anweiſung die Engliſche-Sprache in Kurzer 
Zeit gründlich zu erlernen. Welcher beygefiget ſind eine gute 
Anzahl von nöthigen Wörtern und Rendenſarten, ſonderlichen 
Auſdrüctungen, Sprüchwörtern und Geſprachen, wie auch eine 
Anzahl nüklicher Briefe in beyden Sprachen; nebſt einem Wor- 
terbuch in Alphabetiſcher Ordnung, von ſoh, Jacob Bachmair, 
M. A. Price 3s, 6d. + 


